Where There’s a Will, There’s a Say

Did you know that 80 percent of Americans have at least one thing in common with Elvis Presley? Don’t get too excited, it’s not talent or sex appeal. The commonality is that they die intestate, which means without a will. Without a will, state law determines how your estate will be distributed, possibly resulting in higher probate costs and estate taxes. The King, in fact, lost a whopping 73 percent of his $10 million estate to settlement costs. Talk about Heartbreak Hotel!

A will allows you to: 

· Leave instructions for the transfer of your assets to family, friends and other intended beneficiaries. 

· Name a personal representative to handle your affairs and execute the instructions left in your will.   

· Name a guardian for your minor children, aged parents or other legal dependents. 

An added benefit of a will is that you can name a charity as a beneficiary of your estate. A bequest to the Elks National Foundation is a great way to demonstrate your commitment to the Elks and to improving Elks communities for generations to come. 
When including the Elks National Foundation in your will, please use the following language:

I give and bequeath [gift] to the Elks National Foundation of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America, a charitable organization located at 2750 N. Lakeview Ave., Chicago, IL 60614. 

For more information about bequests, or other planned gift options, contact the Elks National Foundation at 773/755-4728 or visit www.elks.org/enf/plannedgiving.cfm.

Please note that the information presented here is not intended to be legal or tax advice. Consult your attorney or other professional advisor when considering a planned gift.
