
Website:  www.elks.org      Phone:  (843) 357-6116 

3816 Highway 17 Business South 

PO Box 1746, Murrells Inlet, SC 29576   

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/MIEL2797   

Email: elks2797@sccoast.net (Secretary)           

 news2797@sccoast.net (Newsletter)  

Walter Riehl, er2797@sccoast.net (ER) 

*****  LODGE HOURS *****               

Monday 2-8pm, Tuesday & Wednesday Noon-9pm   

 Thursday Noon-9:30pm, Friday to Saturday  Noon-10pm,  

Sundays open Noon to 8 unless a football game is in play!              

 KITCHEN OPEN TUESDAY through SATURDAY: LUNCH Noon to 3 and DINNER 5 to 7 

MURRELLS INLET ELKS LODGE 2797 

January 2026  Volume 25  Issue 10 

 
ATTENTION!!  We have a few “150 Club” openings:  

this benefits our Building Fund 

https://www.facebook.com/MIEL2797


Membership Cards update 
   In 2026, all Membership Cards (and spouse        
cards) will be mailed to the member address of 
record on receipt of annual dues payment.  If an 
address change is desired, please submit it 
together with your dues payment. 
 
Thank You for your support, 
David Hargett, Lodge Secretary  
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Message from the Exalted Ruler: 

 
 
 

Greetings Fellow Members 
 

 
   I hope everyone had a wonderful 
holiday season. Thank you to all who 
attended our Christmas party it was a 

great event and very well attended. I would especially like 
to thank the House Committee for making it such a  
success. 
 
   I also want to recognize Dave Hansen for producing his 
calendars over the past 12 years. Unfortunately, this year 
was his last. All proceeds from the calendars went to the 
Elks National Foundation, Shriners Hospitals, and St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Thank you, Dave, for 
your dedication and generosity. 
 
   Thank you as well to everyone who donated to Foster 
Hope Foundation, Toys for Tots, and our community  
outreach through the Angel Tree program. Your support 
truly makes a difference. 
 
   We have many events planned for the new year, so 
please be sure to check your newsletter and e-blasts for 
upcoming information. 
 
   Thank you for your continued sup-
port of the Lodge.  
    Wishing everyone a happy, 
healthy, and safe New Year. 
 
 
Fraternally yours, 
**Walt Riehl, ER**  

 
 
 
 
 

  

LODGE  INFORMATION   

Regular Lodge Meetings are held the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM, except in August, 
and December in which the Lodge shall meet the first 
Wednesday only. July will be second Wednesday only. 
Initiation of new members will be held at the 3rd 
Wednesday night meeting. 
 

Lodge Officers 2025-2026 

Exalted Ruler Walter Riehl 

Est. Leading Knight Dr. Jennifer Serviss  

Est. Loyal Knight Rick Randall  

Est. Lecturing Knight Joe DeLoreto PER, PDD 

Secretary David Hargett 

Treasurer Stan Gucwa 

5 Yr. Trustee Colleen Riehl 

4 Yr. Trustee John Serviss PER, DDGER 

3 Yr. Trustee Tim Dugan 

2 Yr. Trustee Sue Colabelli 

1 Yr. Trustee Fred Thompson PER,PDD,PSP 

Tiler Tim Falco  
Esquire Blake Bender 
Inner Guard Brian O’Connell 
Chaplain Fred Horman 
 

House Committee 
Chairman:  Colleen Riehl, Sandi Durham,  
Tim Carroll, Jen Serviss, Bob Hill,  
Liz Brotherton, Jim Brotherton 

January  Meetings 
 

January 7th   Officers    6:30 
   Lodge    7:00 
January 14th  Orientation   6:00 
January 21st  Officers   6:30 
   Lodge   7:00 

 

Propositions for Members:  John Dallas, Elizabeth 
Sheehan, Lori Kelman, Betty Mims, Renee Nisbet,  
Susan Fortino, Sally Shane and Joan Skowronski -all 
proposed by Walt Riehl;  
Nancy Williamson proposed by Charles Williamson;  
Michael Purvis proposed by Jeanne Bogart; Steve  
Parker proposed by Heather Parker; Barb Ducham  
proposed by Colleen Riehl; Deborah Revette proposed 
by Andrew DiCostanzo; Robert Miscia proposed by John 
Serviss  
 
Balloting of Candidates:  John Dallas, Elizabeth 
Sheehan, Lori Kelman, Betty Mims, Renee Nisbet,  
Susan Fortino, Sally Shane, Joan Skowronski, Nancy 
Williamson, Michael Purvi, Steve Parker, Barb Ducham, 
Deborah Revette, Robert Miscia  



 

  
 
 
 

 

   
Ladies of the Elks #2797 Charlie McCaffrey 

John & Lou Neese Tommy Murray 

Ken & Jan Anderson  Barbara Parrish 

John & Kim Przybylski Chuck Tidwell 

Harold Dawson Bev & Gary Rosenquist 

Sandra Sheedy   Bob Johnson 

Dottie & Bob Balzer Mary Alyce Liska 

Edward Steele Peter & Ellen Uram 

John Serviss, PER, DDGER Sue Colabelli 

Dr. Jennifer Serviss Dan & Sandra Menich 

Ken & Amy Field    Anne Greenleaf 

Jack & Sandy Foster, PER 

Betty & Joe DeLoreto, PER, PDD   

Diane & Fred Thompson PER,PDD,PSP 

 
In Memory of 

 
Jackie Taylor by Gene Rutherford & Mary Shelly 

Kevin Cusker by Sandy Foster, PER 
Jim McMahon by Sandy Foster, PER 

Rita Connolly by Bob Ritz, PER 
Steve Sheedy by Sandy Sheedy 

Jeanne Johnson by Bob Johnson 
Debi Murray by Tommy Murray   

Sandra McCaffrey by Charles McCaffrey  
Sandra McCaffrey by Amy Field 
Sandra McCaffrey by Ken Field  

Bob Balzer by Dottie Balzer  
Ed Brown by Ken Field 
Ed Brown by Amy Field  

Michael Colabelli by Sue Colabelli 
Roger Cusson by Barbie Hein 

Joe Greenleaf, PER by Anne Greenleaf 
John “Bill” Carman by Sandy Foster 

Ed Carman by Karen Jackson 
Freddie DeCastro by Carolyn Sandt 

Pat Hunt by Sandy Foster, PER 
Paul Igoe by Ron Mahon & Lisa Berghauser 

Don Nyser by Bill & Ronni Craft 
Kelly Whitaker by Evelin & Robert Collins 

Andrea Sonta by Cathleen Carlsen 
Alice Radovic by Bob Ritz, PER 

Bob Hanratty by Diane/Fred Thompson, PER,PDD,PSP 
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January   Birthdays 

Volunteer of the Month 
Liz Brotherton 

To Our Absent Members  
 

Ronald A Crooks 662 

Notice:  The Inlet Sail is published by Elks Lodge #2797, P.O. Box 1746, Murrells Inlet, SC 29576  Editors, Colleen Riehl,  Sharon Smith 

Contributors: Walter Riehl, Penny Randall, Dave Hanson, Tim Carroll, Sandy Sheedy, Colleen Riehl, Kim Tragesser,  Debbie Harding,  Joe DeLoreto, Ray Durocher, and 

the Golf Leagues.       

The Inlet Sail Newsletter will not knowingly publish any advertisement or article that is fraudulent, harmful or misleading. The Inlet Sail Newsletter reserves the right 

to reject any advertising or article submitted for publication, or to edit any submission not meeting our standards of acceptance. The advertiser, not the Inlet Sail, is 

solely responsible for the truthful content of that which is submitted for publication.  We are not responsible for articles omitted for any reason. 
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Palmetto Backflow Testing LLC 
Specializing in Irrigation Backflow 

Veterans Owned Company 
843-466-9355 
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ing       Tax Planning    Payroll 

BRYCE HOLSINGER 
              Enrolled Agent 
Phone #  (843)-947-0262  
Fax # (843)-947-0316  
Bryce@BIGtaxservice.com 
5178 Horry Drive, Suite B 
Murrells Inlet SC 29576 

Golf Shirts 

S to XL $26,  

 2XL $28,   

3-4XL $30  

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Custom Landscaping -  Windows 
Siding– Gutters Plumbing & much more  Fully Insured 

“Save the Rack” 

 Is back!! 

 by popular demand 

Cancer committee will start selling 

Long-sleeved t-shirts  $40.00 

Blue, Grey, White, Pink  

callto:843-947-0262
callto:843-947-0316
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 Friday, December 26, 2025   Murrells Inlet Elks # 2797 
Pine Lakes GC 
Individual low nets/Flights: 
A FLIGHT: Dave Beitter 68, Phil Emery 68, Rich Norbuts 70, Don Freeze 71, Dave Todd 72.  
B FLIGHT: Opie McKinney 63, George Middleton 67, Doug Paley 72, Jesse Nelson 72, Dan 
Nemergut 72.   
C FLIGHT: Pete Hronis 65, Dave Litton 68, Tim Oneill 68, Dave Fowler 69, Don Stauder 70, (HM) Tom Stricker 70. 
D FLIGHT: Keith Davidson 63, Brian Stewart 63, Rick Johnson 65, Jack Foster 67,Lee Metz 70, (HM) Jim Qualey 70. 
Low Gross: Phil Emery 80. Low Net: Opie McKinney 63, Keith Davidson 63, Brian Stewart 63.  
CTP;  #2 X; #8 Andy Jackson 17’10”; #11 Nick Nemergut 8’6”; #16 Vaughn Lazarescu 9’7”. 

       

    Veterans Committee Report  
 
  Thank You all for your continue support during 2025. We wish everyone a happy, healthy  
and successful New Year . We look forward to your ongoing support in 2026. 
    The Veterans Committee, 
      Ray, Joe, Judy, Jim, Bob, Mark, Don, Karen, Bill and Lois 

Special Abilities (SA) Report 
 After hosting the St. James / Socastee High School special abilities class Halloween party, the committee  
Began planning for the next in-house event, a Christmas party. Unfortunately, due to a scheduling conflict at the school, 
our hosting was canceled. We now look forward to welcoming everyone back for the Valentines Day Party. 
 Two of our newer members (Christine Papp and Tracey Walsh) handled the November 20th Charity 50/50  
raffle with a Committee profit of $115 and the same to the winner. 
 We then focused on our First Sunday Breakfast Fundraiser, December 7th, 9 to 11:30.  There were 164 tickets 
sold and 120 served. Thanks to the MANY who supported our efforts. Our Next Breakfast will be held January 18th,   
9-11:30am. We hope to see you there. Tickets are available at the Bar and with the Committee Members listed below. 
 Several of our members entertained the JOY School for adults in Pawleys Island on December 15th.  After their 
visit with Santa Claus (the JOY Director’s brother) we played a Christmas Bingo, did Limbo and had a sing-a-long prior 
to their lunch. 
 Our next meeting will be on Monday, Jan. 5th at 2pm. 

May All have a HAPPY &  HEALTHY 
 NEW YEAR. 

Co-Chairs: Tom Campbell and Sandy Sheedy   
Committee: Jim Brotherton, Donnette Wager, Ruth Zuclich, Debra Sterling, Eileen 
Mark, Christine Papp, Tracey Walsh, Lynette Stelly, Bob Hill, Jonas Stelly & Tim 

House Committee New Year’s Message 
 
   The House Committee would like to wish everyone a wonderful New Year!  We’re excited for the year ahead, which 
holds even more great things happening at the lodge. 
    In the coming year, we’ll be hosting a monthly breakfast, with a different committee taking a turn each time, so please 
watch for the dates and save them.  We’re also planning a Valentine’s Day Dance February 14th “Tribe of Davids” our 
music for this event. A St. Patrick’s Day celebration, is also in planning stages for  March 14th so be sure to mark your  
calendars. 
   Don’t forget about karaoke every Thursday and entertainment every Friday there’s always something happening at the 
lodge.  Stop by and see us! Check your weekly e-blast or pick up a calendar. 
    Lastly, thank you to everyone who has been so dedicated to supporting all the different committee fundraisers this 
year. Your continued involvement truly means so much. 

                   Wishing everyone a happy, healthy, and exciting New Year!   

                      Colleen Riehl House Committee chair 

“A new year is a fresh page — and every act of kindness 
is the ink that writes a better story for us all." 
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   L.O.T.E. OFFICERS    2025-2026 

 
President Penny Randall Chaplain Carmen Shenkel 
Vice-President Bonnie Lyons Trustee—3 yr. Anna Bryson 
Secretary Carol Slider Trustee—2 yr. Gail Barnhorst 
Treasurer Debbie Goggins Trustee—1 yr. Gail Tucker  

LOTE  Birthdays  
 

January 15 - Debbie Corcoran 
January  25 - Anna Bryson 
January 26 - Sharon Hollar 

       

  L.O.T. E.  Report 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!! 
 
LOTE's had a successful Wine and Cheese Basket Fundraiser for scholarships! 
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets!!!!!!! 
 
January 7 will be our Lunch at Inlet Prohibition at 11:30.  Please call Anna Bryson- 843-467-5496 or 
Lou Neese - 843-655-5259 if you would like to join us. 
 
January 8 is Bake Sale and 50/50. 
 
January 8 is Regular Meeting at Lodge at 1:00.  Please come early and join us for Lunch before 
our meeting. 
 
Future events are February 26, the annual Fashion Show and Brunch. This is a fundraiser for  
the three scholarships we award.  March 24 will be a Mahjong Tournament.  Also for Scholarships. 
 
Respectfully submitted,               Penny Randall - President 

 
Cancer Committee 

 
   The Cancer Committee is working hard on our next fundraiser. We will be hosting a bowling 
fundraiser on Feb 22 at Surfside Bowling lanes from 3 to 5:30 PM. Tickets go on sale the second 
week of January.  
 
   We are also looking to have a Mother’s Day brunch on May 10th. Stay tuned for more  
information.  
 
           Happy New Years.  
 
      Kim Trageser, Cancer Committee Chair  

 

The Scholarship Committee 
   We would like to wish everyone a Happy and safe New Year. We look forward to a wonderful year ahead. 
 
   In February, the Scholarship Committee will be joining Special Abilities for a joint fundraiser—please be on the lookout 
for upcoming information and ticket sales. 
 
   We will also be hosting the Elks Breakfast on March 15 and April 19 from 9 to 11:30 AM. Tickets go on sale at the 
beginning of February. 
    
    If you like to join the scholarship committee see Debbie (day shift bartender) 
    

Thank you all for your continued support.  Debbie Harding Committee chair 

callto:843-655-5259


Christmas 2025 Show  
“Back Porch Opry” from the Charlotte Elks Lodge 

brought a little Grand olde opry to your Murrells Inlet Lodge 
What a great show it was! 

Thank you to the house committee for all your continue support and hard work 
looking forward to the New Years Eve!  



Tuesday to 

Saturday  
every week  

Lunch 12 to 3 

Dinner  5 to 7 

    1     CLOSED 

Lodge Closed 

New Years Day 

 

Happy  
New Year  

2 

Come check out 

the dinner 

special! 

3 

4 Football 

every 

     Sunday       
 

 

 

 

 
  

5 

Bowling 6-9 

See flyer on 

back 

 

6 Day open 

2:00 

Night League  

6:30 all 

welcome to play 

7 
Officers Meeting 

@ 6:30PM 

Lodge Meeting @ 

7PM 
 

 

 

 

 

8 

LOTE meeting @1 

LOTE Bake sale 

Karaoke 6:30 

9 

“Tribe of Davids  
Come earlier  
have dinner & 
get a good  
seat.  
5 –8        -8 
 

 10 

Always looking for 

volunteers to help 

clean lodge; show 

up at 7:00am 

11 
      
    
 
 
 
 

 

12 
Bowling 6-9 
Welcome all. 
Holiday drink 

specials  

 
 
 

13  Day open 

2:00 

Night League  

6:30 all 

welcome to play 

14 

Orientation  

6pm 

 

 

 

 

4 to 6 

15  Karaoke at 

6:30 and a great 

dinner special. 

 
 
 
 

16 

“Jerry Mokar” 

5-8PM 

17 

 
 
 
 
Come help clean 
inside the 
building 10am 

18 

 Breakfast  
9 to 11:30 
S.A. benefit 

19 

 Bowling  6-9 

Join us when you 

can 

20 

Day starts 2 

Night League 

6:00 

Shuffleboard  

 

 

 

 

21 

Officers Meeting 

@ 6:30PM 

Lodge Meeting @ 

7PM 

 

 

 
 

22 

Happy Hour 4-6 

Karaoke 6:30 
 
 
 
Cancer committee 

23 

Johnny 

Cochran Band 

5-8pm 

 

24 
Always looking for 

volunteers to help 

clean lodge—show 

up at 7:00am 

25 

Open Noon to 8PM 

for Football 

 

                  

               

26 

Bowling  6-9 

      

4 to 6                    

27 

Day starts 2 

Night League 

6:00 

Shuffleboard  

28 

Lunch 12-3 

Happy Hour 4-6 

 

29 

Karaoke at 6:30 

and a great 

dinner special. 

 

Scholarship  
 

 

30 

Dinner 5-7: 

“2 Jam Duo” 

5 to 8pm 

31  Come help 
clean inside the 
building 10am 

    Sunday   Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday    Friday Saturday 

January  2026 

Murrells Inlet Elks Lodge #2797                     (843) 357-6116 (phone)                                    Website: www.elks.org 
Walter Riehl ER  Facebook:  www.facebook.com/MIEL2797  



“Lighthouses don’t go running all over an island looking for boats to save; they just 
stand there shining.” ― Anne Lamott 

January 2026 Lodge Events 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
Sunday, January 11th 

Chili Cook-Off 
 

Sunday, January 18 
Special Abilities Breakfast Fundraiser 

 
Saturday, February 14th 

Valentine’s Day 
 

Sunday February 15th 
Alzheimer’s Breakfast 

 
Sunday, February 22nd 

Strike Out Cancer  
 

Thursday, February 26 
LOTE Annual Fashion Show and Brunch 

 
Saturday, February 28 

Special Abilities Dinner Dance 
 

Saturday, March 14 
St Pats Dinner Dance 

 
Sunday March 15th  

Scholarship Breakfast 
 

Look for flyers around the Lodge 
for more information;  

Also at the end of the Newsletter email 

and on Facebook. 


