
           810 16th Ave. S.E. Largo, FL 33771     
West Central District (WCD)

MAY 2026

Message from your Exalted Ruler

IF YOU ALREADY PAID YOUR DUES, COME PICK UP YOUR NEW CARD AT THE BAR

   Hans Francis ER

Largo Lodge #2159 received kudos for exceeding all expectations for hosting the Wonderful 
West Central DD Clinic. Praise came from Rudy Masi, WWCD Leader, and Frank Paladini, 
WWCD Leader Emeritus. I thank the dignitaries, officers, members, and volunteers for at-
tending. Some of the topics covered were better communication, being transparent in our 
collaboration, and keeping our members informed and involved. We are a friendly lodge, and 
our goal is to keep it that way by treating each other, including our guests, with dignity and 
respect. Sometimes, it's the simple things that make a big difference. Our mission is to focus 
on and practice the foundation and groundwork of our Order. 

As a reminder, this month we have a few events coming up. The Kentucky Derby is on Satur-
day, May 2nd, from 4:00 to 7:30 PM, and Cinco de Mayo, with drink specials, is on Tuesday, 
May 5th, all day. Mother's Day is Sunday, May 10th, from noon to 3:00 PM. The State Con-
vention in Orlando is from Thursday, May 21st, to Saturday, May 23rd. Every fourth Sunday of 
the month, we have breakfast at the lodge hosted by the Veterans Committee from 9:30 AM 
to noon. The cost is twelve dollars, and part of the proceeds will go toward the lodge. 

For anyone interested in taking part in the WWCD member survey, I have flyers posted on the doors with a QR code. 
To complete the survey, use your smartphone and click on the QR code. Let us know if you need help with that. The 
first VP Visitation will be on Saturday, May 30th, at the Tarpon Springs Lodge (hosted with New Port Richey) with a start 
time of 11:00 AM. There is a sign-up sheet in the Lounge.

If any member is interested in being on the Auditing Committee, let us know. This is a requirement and we need a few 
volunteers who can step up to do this. There is an Auditing Committee Manual that explains the process.  

Special thanks to our membership, volunteers, officers, committee members, and PERs for supporting our lodge. Con-
gratulations to our Elk of the Month for May, Dottie Lynn. In closing, I will strive and continue to lead the way by making 
our lodge a shining example of what a lodge should be. 
Best wishes, 
Fraternally yours,
 Hans E. Francis, Exalted Ruler 

Congratulations to our newly 
elected Officers.

 (L-R) Joe Acosta, Inner Guard; 
Lee Acosta, Esquire; Jan Rogers 
PER, Chaplain; Bernadine Vehrs, 
Loyal Knight; Hans Francis, ER; 
DiAnn Anselmi, 5-Year Trustee; 

Beth Castle, Leading Knight; 
Kathy Traina, Secretary; 

Scott Straughn, Tiler.
Missing in the photo:  

Rudy Fontane, 2-Year Trustee;  
Becky Shoaf 1-Year Trustee, 
Steve Cordozo PER, 3-Year 

Trustee; Kathy Sanford, 
Treasurer. 

Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
 4-Year Trustee.

Meet your 2026 - 2027 Largo Lodge #2159 Officers as of April 1.



*** B * O * O * S * T * E * R * S ***
This club is made up of members who have donated money to help with the cost of printing the bulletin. We are very 
low on donors to this endeavor in comparison to our membership. This is a strictly voluntary donation, but with costs 
escalating, all donations are appreciated and put to good use. We ask for $10 per year. Thanks to all  our generous 
members who continue to donate. 

Carol Geppel....................5/26
Peter Losi.........................5/26
Jim Garthwaite.................6/26
Mary /Mark Markunas....11/26
Rudy Fontane...................1/27
Christopher Bartkus........1/27
Bob Jump........................1/27
Kathy Traina....................1/27
Doreen Roberts...............2/27
Patricia Schuyler..............2/27
Paul Schuyler...................2/27
Robert Fleming.................2/27
John Brauchler..................2/27
Patrick Garrison................2/27
David Lyons......................2/27

Dave  Mason.......................2/27
Neal Alexander..................2/27
Arlene Fracentese..............2/27
Tammy McCutchan............2/27
Ed Cabana.........................2/27
Georgia Greene.................2/27
John Mueller......................2/27
Thomas Markunas..............2/27
Mary Markunas..................2/27
Debra Cooney....................2/27
Gary and Marie Johnson...2/27
Gerald Conway..................2/27
Margaret Faulkner..............2/27
Gary Allen...........................3/27
Kim Peck............................3/27

Linn Rexroat.......................3/27
Anonymous.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .3/27
Barbara DuVernay..............3/27
Alice Lyons.........................3/27
Daniel Mattson...................3/27
Samuel Desmond...............3/27
Alfred Howes......................4/27
Sandy Collins......................4/27
Russell Burke.....................4/27
Eva Beaudoin....................6/27
Lucille Stout........................7/27
Barbara Sofarelli................8/27
Mike Sofarelli.....................8/27
Mike & Pat Hughes...........11/27
Annabell Bushong.............2/28

Sia Bishara.........................2/28
John Plunket Memorial.......2/29
Fred Baker..........................1/31
Geo.& Kim Feaster..............3/32
Bill Reynolds.....................10/31
Jim Quarles........................1/32
Bill Bacon...........................5/32
Dave Mason.......................1/33
Dallas Dinkins....................2/33
DL&Dee Weidenmeyer.......9/33
Pamela Crawford...............3/34
Bill & Julie Morrow.............11/34
Bernadine Vehrs..............12/38
Daniel MacIntosh...............4/45
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BINGO MONDAYS  @ 1:00 pm 
(in the main dining room)

LUNCH available  12pm to 2:00 pm
Come early so you can have lunch

 before bingo.
ALL ARE WELCOME !!

Proceeds benefit our charities.
Lunch is available to Elk members

 & their guests.

Pay your 2026-2027 dues online!
A new option to pay dues....

Your new card will be behind the bar.

1.  Go to https://elks.org/payonline
2.  Search Lodge - Largo
3.  Choose “Make One Time Payment”
4.  Simply enter your member number (using
     all 6 digits..ex. 001234) to make a payment

If you need help, you can also contact 
DirectBiller directly.

Phone:  617-393-5300 x2
Email:  ops_support@aliaswire.com 

New Fundraising Games in the Lounge

Monthly Lottery Board 
Tickets will be $5.00 for 6 tickets

Dice Roll - Winning will be 75% of the pot 
Letter Of The day - first drink will be 

$1.75 discount.
Weekly Draw - Wed 6:30pm The winner will
be pulled from members who played. The 

deadline for that week is the Tuesday prior.

We’re also introducing a three-meat 
pizza to our menu, giving custom-

ers another choice on the thick crust, and we will 
bring back the thin crust too. Cost will be $8.50 for 
all pizzas.

Happy hour will now be Mon. thru Fri. from 3:00 
PM to 6:00 PM - $1.00 off applies to single drinks 
only. It excludes Buckets and Pitchers.

No Bingo Memorial Day

On Sunday, June 14th, the Flag Day 
Ceremony will begin at 11:00 AM. 

This is a mandatory Elks Day
 to honor our Flag. 

Please come and join us. 
For further info contact Lee Acosta

May 2  Kentucky Derby
May 5 - Cinco de Mayo
May 10 - Mother’s Day Lunch
May 14 - Orientation
May 17 - Meat Bingo
May 20 - Lodge Meeting/Initiation
May 21 - 23  State Convention
May 4 - Lodge Breakfast
May 25 - Memorial Day
May 30 - VP Visitation  Tarpon Springs
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Largo Lodge, #2159 wants your child to attend 
camp!  The Benevolent and Protective Order of the 
Elks would like to invite your child to our summer 
Youth Camp.  The scholarships we received will 
expire soon, so don’t wait.

The camp is available for kids between the ages of 9 
and 13. We offer 7 different weeks of camp for your 
child to participate in.  Generally, you have to provide 
their transportation.

To enroll your child into the camp, first contact Secre-
tary Kathy Traina (email:secretaryelkslargo@gmail.
com) or call during office hours Tues-Fri 9 to 12:00 
at 727-587-6558 to get your child’s name on the list.  
She will give you the certificate number and you then 
have to register online at www.feyc.org.

If you have any questions about the camp, please 
email summercamp@feyc.org

Maureen & Steve Dunham will be hosting a van 
July 12 through the 18th to the camp.  This partic-
ular trip is for families with limited income.  They 
still have a few openings.

Call Maureen if you would like your camper to be 
on this trip.    (774-283-0991)

HARRY ANNA 
QUARTER WALL

Have you noticed the Quarter Wall in the lounge near 
the pool tables?

We have members who donate their quarters, and the 
money is sent to the Harry Anna Trust Fund.  HATF is 
the program that supports Youth Therapy Services and 
the Elks Youth Camp.

There is a sign up sheet for you to add your full name 
and the office will assign a tube for you.  Our Harry 
Anna Chair, Maureen Dunham, empties the tubes when 
they reach $10, and that money is submitted to the of-
fice and sent to the Harry Anna Trust.

Thank you to all our members who through the years 
continue to support this cause.
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VETERANS SERVICES

The next Veterans Committee Meeting will be held on 
May 18th, at 5pm. Veterans Week at the lodge will be 
Tuesday, May 19th through Friday, May 22nd.

The Breakfast at the Lodge will be Sunday, May 24th 
from 9:30-12:00pm, and the cost is $12.  This is the 
4th Sunday in May.

Please keep shopping your BOGO’s for the Bay Pines 
Food Pantry.  Thank you.

The next Veterans Clothing Drive will not be until 
October, so please do not start bringing clothes until 
September.  Thank you in advance.

We still have a lot of veterans who have not given me 
a picture for the Veterans Wall. This wall is to honor 
you, our Largo Elks, for your service to our country.  
Please bring in a 5 by 7 picture; you do not have to be 
in uniform.  On the back of your picture just put your 
name, rank, and branch of service. 

We are looking for volunteers to help out with a few 
things such as manning the pie tables on Veterans 
Week, picking up one of the Taco Nights. We cook and 
serve tacos the 3rd and 4th Thursdays of the month. 
We also have a few other things. If you are interested, 
come to a Veterans Meeting, or let me know when you 
see me in the lodge.

Bob Behm, LTC (Retired)
Veteran Committee Chair

We appreciate the enthusiasm our members bring 
when engaging with the House Committee, and your 
input is highly valued. However, it’s equally important 
to recognize that committee members are part of the 
lodge community and deserve opportunities to relax 
and enjoy the lodge without being overwhelmed by 
questions or concerns.

To create a welcoming environment where everyone’s 
voice can be heard, we’re introducing a suggestion 
box for your ideas and feedback. All submissions will 
be carefully reviewed, and we may add it to our agen-
da, giving you the chance to share your perspective 
during monthly meetings.

This initiative is designed to encourage open commu-
nication while ensuring the lodge remains an enjoy-
able space for all members.

See the blurb on page 2 for some new changes...

Roberta Straughn
House Committee Chair

From your House Committee:



Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Largo Florida Lodge 2159.........................................................................................................................PAGE 5

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

CAN YOU VOLUNTEER ONE NIGHT 
A MONTH TO WORK THE SERVING 

WINDOW IN THE DINING ROOM ON 
A FRIDAY NIGHT OR TUESDAY?

IF WE GET 10 PEOPLE TO SIGN UP, 
EACH PERSON WOULD ONLY WORK 

ONE NIGHT A MONTH.

CONTACT ROBERTA STRAUGHN
Email:  srbert9421@msn.com

WCD Veterans Fund Barbeque

Saturday, October 3, 2026
Noon to 4:00  | $15.00

Largo Elks Lodge #2159
810 16th Avenue SE, Largo, FL 33771

Price includes entrance fee, Barbeque chicken platter, soda, or
water. Beer and Wine are available for purchase.

Entertainment by Kris Pierce

Basket Raffles | 50/50 Drawings

Vendors Welcome | Vendor Cost $25

Bring your chairs, umbrellas, and pop-ups!

Tickets available at your Lodge.
Any questions please contact District Co-Chairs: 
John M. Wilson, PER: 727-417-1608 
Sheryl Wilson, 727-692-3812  |  Bob Behm 401-207-9317

Mark your calendars to Save The Date for the next 
WCD Veterans Fund Barbeque.

Three members received special recognition during the Officer Installation Dinner
ELK OF THE YEAR

Georgia Green
OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Lee Acosta
Distinguished Citizen Award

Marcia Lowe
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LARGO ELKS LODGE
810 16TH AVE SE
LARGO, FL 33771
SUNDAY MAY 17

1:00-3:00 PM  
COST $10 PER STRIP
OPEN TO MEMBERS 
AND THEIR GUESTS

 Come celebrate with
your Largo Elks family.

May 5, 2026
$3.00 Margaritas All Day

A special day for mothers of Largo Elks.
Moms will get free Chicken Salad Croissant and dessert.
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WCD Vice President - Visitations

Newly elected West Central District Vice President, Bonnie Barnes will be visit-
ing the lodges in our District beginning May 30.  See the schedule below.

Two of the eight lodges in this District alternate hosting visitations.  All visita-
tions this year will start promptly at 11:00a.m. and the meal cost is $5.  All 
members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  A sign-up sheet will be in the 

book in the lounge area as each visit draws closer so we can give an accurate headcount as to how many 
members from Largo plan on attending.  

The cut-off date to register will be indicated on each sheet.  The dress is casual with some lodges choosing 
a theme.

The lodge with the most people in attendance at all 4 meetings will have the honor of displaying the Trav-
eling Trophy in their lodge for the year.

			   May 30th   - At Tarpon Springs (hosting with NPR) (see flyer below)
			   June 6th    - At Tampa (hosting with Dunedin/Clearwater)
			   July 11th   - At Seminole (hosting with Largo)
			   August 1st - At St Petersburg (hosting with Holiday Isle)

FLORIDA STATE PRESIDENT’S VISIT
		  September 11th - 12th at the Bilmar Beach Resort in Treasure Island
			   Friday night dinner is at Holiday Isle Lodge
			   Saturday night dinner is at St Petersburg Lodge

More details about President’s visit will be given at the first VP Visitation at Tarpon Springs

ELK OF THE MONTH
MAY, 2026

DOTTIE LYNN



Additional photos from the Officer Installation Dinner that was held in March.
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Seminole High School Band did a great job serving.

Participants in Tiara Friday April 3rd.

Tiara Winner, Sia, 
and Jeannette
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES FOR 2026 - 2027

ELKS LODGE #2159
810 16th Ave. S.E.
Largo, FL 33771

Secretary’s Hours
Tues.- Fri. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Phone 587-6558
SecretaryElksLargo

@gmail.com
Kathy Traina

Lounge Hours
Weekdays: 11 to 10:00 p.m.

Sundays: 12 to 8:00 p.m.
Phone 584-0801

Bulletin Editor:  
Largoelks@gmail.com

Facebook
Largo Elks 2159

Exalted Ruler...........................Hans Francis
Leading Knight......................Beth Castle
Loyal Knight..................Bernadine Vehrs
Lecturing Knight...............Dennis Muncy
Secretary.............................Kathy Traina
Treasurer...........................Kathy Sanford
Chaplain.......................Jan Rogers PER
Esquire..................................Lee Acosta
Tiler..................................Scott Straughn
Inner Guard...........................Joe Acosta

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman.....................Hans Francis ER
Exalted Ruler..................Hans Francis ER
Leading Knight......................Beth Castle
Loyal Knight...................Bernadine Vehrs
Lecturing Knight...............Dennis Muncy
BOD Secretary.................DiAnn Anselmi
5 Year trustee.......................DiAnn Anselmi
4 Year trustee..Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
3 Year trustee...........Steve Cardozo PER
2 Year trustee.....................Rudy Fontane
1 Year trustee.......................Becky Shoaf
Lodge Secretary...................Kathy Traina
Treasurer..........................Kathy Sanford

HOUSE COMMITTEE

Chairman....................Roberta   Straughn
H.C. Members

     Lori Andrews, Georgia Greene, 
Barbara Rogers,  Jimmy Andrews, 

Sheryl Wilson, David Fraser

MANAGERS

Dining Room.....Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
Bar.......................................Marcia Lowe

Cook.....................................Kim  Shields

 COMMITTEES

Americanism....................Vickie Matters
	 Susana Leal, Paula Williams
Auditing & Acctg................................TBD 
Bingo.............................Georgia Greene
Budget.................................BOD and HC
Bulletin Editor......................Kathy Traina
By-Laws........PER Assoc. of Largo 2159
Comm. Projects & Activities...........Bob Behm
Drug Awareness...............Rudy Fontane
ENF Scholarships........Hans Francis ER
ENF Fundraiser.............Hans Francis ER.
Entertainment...Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
Facebook............................Kathy Traina
Flag Day................................Lee Acosta

Fraternal...........................Gloria Todd PER
Govt.Relations.......................Lee Acosta
Grants....................Jeanne Reinhart PDD
Harry-Anna Trust...........Maureen Dunham
Hoop Shoot..............................Beth Castle
Interlodge Visitation.................Kathy Traina
Investigations............................Pat Thoele
		  Alex Calderone
Lapsation....................................Nikki Levy
Lodge Activties...............House Committee
Lodge Advisor...............Tony Goodrich PDD
Lodge Booking.........Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
Lodge Memorial........................Lee Acosta
Mediator.....................................Bob Behm
Membership Committee..............Nikki Levy        
Memorial Day...............Board of Directors
Orientation........................Gloria Todd PER
PER President........Doris Ward-Jacobs PER
Photographer........................Hans Francis, 
                        Kathy Traina, Dave Mason
Presiding Justice...........David Partlow, Atty
Public Relations...............Steve Leonowicz
Ritual.........................Jeanne Reinhart PDD
Safety Officer.........................Dennis Muncy
Soccer Shoot..............................Beth Castle
Veterans’ Services ...............Robert Behm
Volunteer Coordinators..........Sandy Behm
	                   and Shirley Krieger
Web Master...................Steven Leonowicz
Youth Activities.............Maureen Dunham,  

 Roberta Straughn

                 Largo Elks Webpage

Visit Us on the Web For News,
 Calendars, Bulletins, Updates, Events

Go to Elks.Org/2159 or 
Search Google for “largo elks”.

Notify the office if you are not
getting the weekly email blast.
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