
           810 16th Ave. S.E. Largo, FL 33771     
West Central District (WCD)

JUNE 2026

Message from your Exalted Ruler

IF YOU ALREADY PAID YOUR DUES, COME PICK UP YOUR NEW CARD AT THE BAR

   Hans Francis ER

We will commemorate the 
250th anniversary of our coun-
try on July 4, 2026. A sign-up 
sheet will be posted to get a 
headcount of the attendees. 
The theme is "4th of July," so 
please wear your patriotic col-
ors. A beautiful quilt that has 
been on display will be raffled 
off. You may purchase tickets 
at the bar in the lounge for ten 
dollars. Flyers have already 
been posted around the lodge. 
There will be food, music, a raf-
fle, and later on in the evening 

bring a chair and you can view Largo’s fireworks from 
our parking lot.  Major kudos to our Americanism Chair-
man, Vicki Matters, as well as Paula Williams and Su-
sana Leal, for hosting this event along with Bob Behm, 
Veterans Committee Chairman. Music will be provided 
by Melody. Proceeds from this event will go toward the 
WCD Veterans Fund and Largo Lodge.

Other upcoming events include:The VP Visitation on 
June 6, 2026, at the Tampa Elks Lodge, the Flag Day 
Ceremony on Sunday, June 14, 2026, starting at 11:00 
AM, the Christmas in July Craft Fair, which will be held 
on July 25th.  We welcome vendors, crafters, and any-
one who would like to purchase some of the items dis-
played. Proceeds will go toward the Harry Anna Youth 
Camp. The Father's Day celebration is on Sunday, June 
21, 2026.  

I would like to thank George Feaster and the Largo 
Woman's Club for donating a $500 check to go toward 
our Veterans Program. That was very generous of them. 
I would also like to thank Tom Krieger, with help from 
volunteers Bob Behm, Patrick Garrison, John Buckley, 
Frenchy, Steve Phillips, Jack Herr, and Joe Fritz, for 
working on the fence project. Special thanks to Sandy 
Behm, Shirley Krieger, and Georgia Green. We cleaned 
and organized the barn, the middle room in the lodge, 
and the small office. Let's hope we can keep these areas 
clean and organized. We need more volunteers so that it 
is not always the same people every time. 

We are still looking for members interested in joining 
the Auditing Committee. Please let me know if anyone 
is interested. Our ATM is back in the lounge area. I want 
to thank our members, staff, volunteers, and officers for 
making our lodge friendly and inviting
Fraternally yours,
Hans E. Francis, ExaltedRuler

Welcome to our five new members who were
 initiated on May 20th.  (From L to R) Lisa Moore, 

Teresa Bracy, Kimm Tinberg, Alan Neil, Dianne Neil.

Sunday, June 21
A special day for Fathers 

of Largo Elks  #2159
1:00 - 3:00 pm

Dads enjoy a FREE Belly 
Buster Hotdog and a Beer or 

choice of any $3 drink.

Everyone else can enjoy 
Belly Buster and chips for $5.00 

(Drink not included)
Please let us know you are coming.

Sign up by June 15.

Largo Lodge’s Annual
 Flag Day Celebration

 will be held on 
Sunday, June 14th

 at 11:00 a.m.  

The Flags will be presented by veterans from 
our Lodge.  

Light refreshments will follow.  
Open to all members and their guests.



*** B * O * O * S * T * E * R * S ***
This club is made up of members who have donated money to help with the cost of printing the bulletin. We are very 
low on donors to this endeavor in comparison to our membership. This is a strictly voluntary donation, but with costs 
escalating, all donations are appreciated and put to good use. We ask for $10 per year. Thanks to all  our generous 
members who continue to donate. 

Jim Garthwaite.................6/26
Mary /Mark Markunas....11/26
Rudy Fontane...................1/27
Christopher Bartkus........1/27
Bob Jump........................1/27
Kathy Traina....................1/27
Doreen Roberts...............2/27
Patricia Schuyler..............2/27
Paul Schuyler...................2/27
Robert Fleming.................2/27
John Brauchler..................2/27
Patrick Garrison................2/27
David Lyons......................2/27
Dave  Ma-
son. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 /27

Neal Alexander..................2/27
Arlene Fracentese..............2/27
Tammy McCutchan............2/27
Ed Cabana.........................2/27
Georgia Greene.................2/27
John Mueller......................2/27
Thomas Markunas..............2/27
Mary Markunas..................2/27
Debra Cooney....................2/27
Gary and Marie Johnson...2/27
Gerald Conway..................2/27
Margaret Faulkner..............2/27
Gary Allen...........................3/27
Kim Peck............................3/27
Linn Rexroat.......................3/27

Anonymous.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .3/27
Barbara DuVernay..............3/27
Alice Lyons.........................3/27
Daniel Mattson...................3/27
Samuel Desmond...............3/27
Julia Zolfo...........................3/27
Alfred Howes......................4/27
Sandy Collins......................4/27
Russell Burke.....................4/27
Bryant Jones......................5/27
Eva Beaudoin....................6/27
Lucille Stout........................7/27
Barbara Sofarelli................8/27
Mike Sofarelli.....................8/27
Mike & Pat Hughes...........11/27

Annabell Bushong.............2/28
Sia Bishara.........................2/28
John Plunket Memorial.......2/29
Fred Baker..........................1/31
Geo.& Kim Feaster..............3/32
Bill Reynolds.....................10/31
Jim Quarles........................1/32
Bill Bacon...........................5/32
Dave Mason.......................1/33
Dallas Dinkins....................2/33
DL&Dee Weidenmeyer.......9/33
Pamela Crawford...............3/34
Bill & Julie Morrow.............11/34
Bernadine Vehrs..............12/38
Daniel MacIntosh...............4/45
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New Fundraising Games in the Lounge

Monthly Lottery Board 
Tickets will be $5.00 for 6 tickets

Letter Of The day - first drink will be 
$1.75 discount.

Weekly Draw - Wed 6:30pm The winner will
be pulled from members who played. The 

deadline for that week is the Tuesday prior.

We’re also introducing a three-meat 
pizza to our menu, giving customers 

another choice on the thick crust, and 
we will bring back the thin crust too. Cost will be 
$8.50 for all pizzas.

Happy hour will now be Mon. thru Fri. from 3:00 
PM to 6:00 PM - $1.00 off applies to single drinks 
only. It excludes Buckets and Pitchers.

Pay your 2026-2027 dues online!
A new option to pay dues....

Your new card will be behind the bar.

1.  Go to https://elks.org/payonline
2.  Search Lodge - Largo
3.  Choose “Make One Time Payment”
4.  Simply enter your member number (using
     all 6 digits..ex. 001234) to make a payment

If you need help, you can also contact 
DirectBiller directly.

Phone:  617-393-5300 x2
Email:  ops_support@aliaswire.com 

NO BINGO IN THE MONTH OF JUNE.
BINGO WILL RESUME JULY 6TH

Join us as Largo Lodge celebrates this 
historic holiday July 4, 2026.  There will be a 
cookout in the Grove from 4:00 to 8:00pm.

$12.00 donation
Cash Bar serving wine & beer.

Melody entertaining from 5 to 8pm
Hot Dogs, Cheeseburgers, Hamburgers,

Baked Beans and Coleslaw.
The winning ticket will be drawn for the

 beautiful hand-made quilt.
Proceeds to benefit WCD Veterans Fund

and Largo Lodge.
Bring your chair and watch the Largo Central 

Park Fireworks from our parking lot.
Sign-up sheet is in the Lounge.
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HARRY ANNA 
QUARTER WALL

Have you noticed the Quar-
ter Wall in the lounge near 
the pool tables?

We have members who donate their quarters, and the 
money is sent to the Harry Anna Trust Fund.  HATF 
is the program that supports Youth Therapy Services 
and the Elks Youth Camp.

There is a sign up sheet for you to add your full name 
and the office will assign a tube for you.  Our Harry 
Anna Chair, Maureen Dunham, empties the tubes 
when they reach $10, and that money is submitted to 
the office and sent to the Harry Anna Trust.

Thank you to all our members who through the years 
continue to support this cause.
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VETERANS SERVICES From your House Committee:
Happy Hour
From 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM all Single Drinks will be 
$1.00 off; Come out and enjoy the evenings at the 
lodge.

Pizza Menu Adjustments
The price of pizza increased to $8.50. but we also 
brought back Jack’s for those that wanted a thin 
crust.

The cost of hotdogs has increased through our food 
suppliers, so we’ve made a slight change. The cost 
of hotdogs will remain at $5.00, but chips will now be 
an extra cost.

We have added Nacho and cheese at a cost of 
$4.00, and we will add a $.50 bump if they want the 
cheese on any other food.

Dining Room Dinner Procedures

A change in the Dining Room beginning June 1st
All meals must be served by 6:30 PM, with purchase 
hours from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM. And we will no lon-
ger have waitstaff forTuesday night dinners. 
This adjustment is intended to reduce paid staff 
hours and generate cost savings. 

Weekly Draw
The Weekly Draw has resumed and has rolled over 
each week. The pot is growing.
 
Lottery Board
The May Lottery Board is now posted and will be 
drawn on May 31st.

And the Kentucky Derby party was a success even 
with the challenge we faced. The Bar proceeds were 
$2,020, which doubled from last year and the Lodge 
$602 from the raffles, 50/50 and games played.

The Lodge is now accepting applications for en-
closed trailer storage. To qualify, trailers must be fully 
insured, registered, and in good condition. Storage 
is available exclusively to Elk members who will be 
required to complete the necessary paperwork in the 
office.  The fee is $100 per month.

If you have any concerns or suggestions, The House 
Committee has installed a comment box is on the 
wall at the entrance to the lounge.

Roberta Straughn, HC Chair

The next Veterans Committee meeting will be held 
June 15 at 5:00 p.m. Veterans Week at the lodge will 
be Tuesday, the 16th, and Friday, the 19th.   

The Breakfast at the Lodge will be Sunday, June 28, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; the cost is $12. This is 
the 4th Sunday in June.  

Please keep shopping for your BOGO items for the 
Bay Pines Food Pantry. Thank you.   The next Veter-
ans clothing drive will not be until October, so please 
do not start bringing clothes until September.

We still have a lot of veterans who have not provided 
a picture for the Veterans Wall. This wall is to honor 
all Largo Elks for your service to our country. Please 
bring in a 5x7 picture; you do not have to be in uni-
form. On the back of your picture, please include your 
name, rank, and branch of service. This is to honor all 
of you for your service.

We are still looking for volunteers to help out with a 
few things, such as manning the pie tables during Vet-
erans Week or picking up one of the taco nights we 
host on the 3rd and 4th Thursdays of the month. We 
also have other volunteer needs; if you are interested, 
please come to a Veterans meeting or let me know 
when you see me in the lodge.  

Keep your eyes open for a flyer on the July 4th cook-
out in the grove to benefit both the lodge and the West 
Central District (WCD) Veterans Fund.

Bob Behm, LTC (Retired)
Veterans Committee Chair 

A Celebration of Life for George 
Benson will be held at the Lar-
go Elks on Saturday, June 13th 
at 1:00 p.m. George’s family 
warmly welcomes his friends to 
join them in remembering his life, 
sharing stories, and reminiscing 
about the good times spent to-
gether.



Largo Lodge, #2159 wants your child to attend 
camp!  The Benevolent and Protective Order of the 
Elks would like to invite your child to our summer 
Youth Camp.  The scholarships we received will 
expire soon, so don’t wait.

The camp is available for kids between the ages of 
9 and 13. 

Maureen & Steve Dunham will be hosting a van 
July 12 through the 18th to the camp.  This partic-
ular trip is for families with limited income.  They 
still have a few openings.

Call Maureen if you would like your camper to be 
on this trip.    (774-283-0991)
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

CAN YOU VOLUNTEER ONE NIGHT 
A MONTH TO WORK THE SERVING 

WINDOW IN THE DINING ROOM ON 
A FRIDAY NIGHT OR TUESDAY?

IF WE GET 10 PEOPLE TO SIGN UP, 
EACH PERSON WOULD ONLY WORK 

ONE NIGHT A MONTH.

CONTACT ROBERTA STRAUGHN
Email:  srbert9421@msn.com

WCD Veterans Fund Barbeque

Saturday, October 3, 2026
Noon to 4:00  | $15.00

Largo Elks Lodge #2159
810 16th Avenue SE, Largo, FL 33771

Price includes entrance fee, Barbeque chicken platter, soda, or
water. Beer and Wine are available for purchase.

Entertainment by Kris Pierce

Basket Raffles | 50/50 Drawings

Vendors Welcome | Vendor Cost $25

Bring your chairs, umbrellas, and pop-ups!

Tickets available at your Lodge.
Any questions please contact District Co-Chairs: 
John M. Wilson, PER: 727-417-1608 
Sheryl Wilson, 727-692-3812  |  Bob Behm 401-207-9317

Mark your calendars to Save The Date for the next 
WCD Veterans Fund Barbeque.

Congratulations to PER Jonny Liebchen.  
He was presented his new PER Jewels by 
PER Aurora Griesler-Jones

SAVE THE DATE!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH

THE PER ASSOCIATION
IS HAVING A 

COUNTY WESTERN
DANCE.

INFORMATION TO COME!
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Dear Members and Friends,

The Americanism Committee and the Veterans Com-
mittee have been busy preparing to celebrate our 
country’s 250th anniversary of independence. In hon-
or of this milestone, Elks Lodge 2159 is proud to an-
nounce the donation of a commemorative quilt.

This patriotic work of art measures 7 feet long and 
6 feet wide, featuring a 
front display of vintage 
military uniforms, our 
national bird, and foun-
dational documents in-
cluding the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights. The 
reverse side depicts the 
stars and stripes of our 
national flag.

We are incredibly fortu-
nate to have a dedicat-
ed body of volunteers 
whose charitable spirit 
supports vital causes, including autism research, sum-
mer camps for indigent children in Umatilla, Florida, 
and essential services for our veterans—specifically 
addressing homelessness, hunger, and suicide pre-
vention.

To support these missions, we have set a goal to 
raise $2,500 by July 4th. We are selling 250 raffle 
tickets for the quilt at $10 each. Tickets are available 
daily at the Lodge, specifically in the bar, ballroom, 
and dance floor, as well as during our Sunday break-
fasts and 
Tuesday and 
Friday night 
dances.

We encour-
age you to 
share this op-
portunity with 
your friends, 
family, and 
business 
associates. 
Your com-
mitment 
helps ensure 
a brighter 
future for our 
children and provides critical support for our veterans.

Thank you for your continued generosity and partici-
pation in this important mission. Buy your ticket today!

Expect Success,

M. Vicki Matters
Americanism Committee Chairman 
727-643-3414
Elks Lodge 2159

Thank you to all members who took the time to com-
plete the Wonderful West Central District Member Sur-
vey! Your feedback means a great deal to our leader-
ship and to the future of our District.

Here’s what you told us:
The overwhelming majority of members — 84% — de-
scribed their Lodge as warm, friendly, and active, and 
92% said they’re willing to help make their Lodge and 
District even better.

Members renew their Elks membership because they 
believe in the mission — charity, community, and cama-
raderie. That says a lot about who we are.
Your candid input on Visitations, Quarterly Meetings, 
and Lodge culture gave leadership real, actionable in-
sights.

A detailed summary of the survey results, including 
specific recommendations for improvement, has been 
shared with District and State leadership. We are grate-
ful for your voice and committed to putting it to work.

Elks Care — Elks Share!

From the Americanism Committee
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WCD Vice President - Visitations

Newly elected West Central District Vice President, Bonnie Barnes started visit-
ing the lodges in our District..  See the schedule below.

Two of the eight lodges in this District alternate hosting visitations.  All visita-
tions this year will start promptly at 11:00a.m. and the meal cost is $5.  All 
members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  A sign-up sheet will be in the 

book in the lounge area as each visit draws closer so we can give an accurate headcount as to how many 
members from Largo plan on attending.  

The cut-off date to register will be indicated on each sheet.  The dress is casual with some lodges choosing 
a theme.

The lodge with the most people in attendance at all 4 meetings will have the honor of displaying the Trav-
eling Trophy in their lodge for the year.

			   June 6th    - At Tampa (hosting with Dunedin/Clearwater)
			   July 11th   - At Seminole (hosting with Largo)
			   August 1st - At St Petersburg (hosting with Holiday Isle)

FLORIDA STATE PRESIDENT’S VISIT
		  September 11th - 12th at the Bilmar Beach Resort in Treasure Island
			   Friday night dinner is at Holiday Isle Lodge
			   Saturday night dinner is at St Petersburg Lodge

More details about President’s visit will be given at the first VP Visitation at Tarpon Springs

Harry-Anna Investment Fund, Inc.
Together We Can Do Great Things
Of everything that the Florida Elks do, perhaps nothing is 
more important than our work with the state’s youth. Sowing 
the seeds of accomplishment and commitment through our 
Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services and Florida Elks 
Youth Camp programs, children are given the opportunity to 
grow and learn beyond their dreams.

The trust fund started in 1951, was named after Harry and 
Anna Miller who donated land and a building to establish 
the original Florida Elks Hospital for Crippled Children. Its 
purpose was, and continues to be, the collection of donations 
and the acceptance of endowed gifts. 

The trust fund is restricted, which means that only the in-
come derived from it may be used to support our major projects: the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services and 
Florida Elks Youth Camp programs.

MAKING YOUR DONATION
An online donation is the quickest and easiest way to support our trust fund efforts. If you are interested in making 
an immediate change in the lives of others, please click go to https://floridaelks.org/harry-anna and donate today.
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Ladies from the Largo Women’s Club along with 
George Feaster donated $500 for our Largo Veteran 
Projects.  Thank you for your generous donaton

The Volunteers below:  Roberta, Hans, Geor-
gia, Shirley, and Sandy conducted a clean-up 
of the Annex (formerly known as the barn!!)  
This was a hard, dirty, job and everything looks 
great!

A few of our May birthdays!  Happy Birthday

Tiara Friday in May

Winners of the Meat Bingo held in May.
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Congratulations to Diane Sharp who will be installed at the National Con-
vention as DDGER (District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler).  Photo below 
of Diane transferring the Vice President Banner to Vice President Bonnie 
Barnes. This State Convention had a record number of attendees and it 
was a great event.
Also congratulations to John Wilson PER from Holiday Isles Lodge who 
does a lot of volunteering at Largo Lodge as he received awards of Elk Of 
the Year for the State of Florida and also the award of FL State Veterans 
Volunteer of the Year. 

The new Florida State President 
Lenny Di Lorenzo, PDD

ER Hans Francis 
delivering the 
Lodge’s $2,500 
donation to the 
Harry Anna - 
Children’s Youth 
Therapy Services.

Transferring the Vice President’s banner to 
WCD VP Bonnie Barnes.



OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES FOR 2026 - 2027

ELKS LODGE #2159
810 16th Ave. S.E.
Largo, FL 33771

Secretary’s Hours
Tues.- Fri. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Phone 587-6558
SecretaryElksLargo

@gmail.com
Kathy Traina

Lounge Hours
Weekdays: 11 to 10:00 p.m.

Sundays: 12 to 8:00 p.m.
Phone 584-0801

Bulletin Editor:  
Largoelks@gmail.com

Facebook
Largo Elks 2159

Exalted Ruler...........................Hans Francis
Leading Knight......................Beth Castle
Loyal Knight..................Bernadine Vehrs
Lecturing Knight...............Dennis Muncy
Secretary.............................Kathy Traina
Treasurer...........................Kathy Sanford
Chaplain.......................Jan Rogers PER
Esquire..................................Lee Acosta
Tiler..................................Scott Straughn
Inner Guard...........................Joe Acosta

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman.....................Hans Francis ER
Exalted Ruler..................Hans Francis ER
Leading Knight......................Beth Castle
Loyal Knight...................Bernadine Vehrs
Lecturing Knight...............Dennis Muncy
BOD Secretary.................DiAnn Anselmi
5 Year trustee.......................DiAnn Anselmi
4 Year trustee..Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
3 Year trustee...........Steve Cardozo PER
2 Year trustee.....................Rudy Fontane
1 Year trustee.......................Becky Shoaf
Lodge Secretary...................Kathy Traina
Lodge Treasurer.................Kathy Sanford

HOUSE COMMITTEE

Chairman....................Roberta   Straughn
H.C. Members

     Lori Andrews, Georgia Greene, 
Barbara Rogers,  Jimmy Andrews, 

Sheryl Wilson, David Fraser

MANAGERS

Dining Room.....Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
Bar.......................................Marcia Lowe

Cook.....................................Kim  Shields

 COMMITTEES

Americanism.....................Vickie Matters
	 Susana Leal, Paula Williams
Auditing & Acctg................................TBD 
Bingo.............................Georgia Greene
Budget.................................BOD and HC
Bulletin Editor......................Kathy Traina
By-Laws........PER Assoc. of Largo 2159
Comm. Projects & Activities...........Bob Behm
Drug Awareness...............Rudy Fontane
ENF Scholarships........Hans Francis ER
ENF Fundraiser.............Hans Francis ER.
Entertainment...Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
Facebook............................Kathy Traina
Flag Day................................Lee Acosta

Fraternal...........................Gloria Todd PER
Govt.Relations..........................Lee Acosta
Grants.....................Jeanne Reinhart PDD
Harry-Anna Trust...........Maureen Dunham
Hoop Shoot..............................Beth Castle
Interlodge Visitation.................Kathy Traina
Investigations............................Pat Thoele
		  Alex Calderone
Lapsation....................................Nikki Levy
Lodge Activties...............House Committee
Lodge Advisor...............Tony Goodrich PDD
Lodge Booking.........Aurora Griesler-Jones PER
Lodge Memorial........................Lee Acosta
Mediator.....................................Bob Behm
Membership Chairman...............Nikki Levy        
Memorial Day...............Board of Directors
Orientation........................Gloria Todd PER
PER President........Doris Ward-Jacobs PER
Photographer........................Hans Francis, 
                        Kathy Traina, Dave Mason
Presiding Justice...........David Partlow, Atty
Public Relations...............Steve Leonowicz
Ritual.........................Jeanne Reinhart PDD
Safety Officer.........................Dennis Muncy
Soccer Shoot..............................Beth Castle
Veterans’ Services ...............Robert Behm
Volunteer Coordinators..........Sandy Behm
	                   and Shirley Krieger
Web Master...................Steven Leonowicz
Youth Activities.............Maureen Dunham,  

 Roberta Straughn

                 Largo Elks Webpage

Visit Us on the Web For News,
 Calendars, Bulletins, Updates, Events

Go to Elks.Org/2159 or 
Search Google for “largo elks”.

Notify the office if you are not
getting the weekly email blast.

2026


