
Fක඗ඕ ගඐඍ ER
To my Elk family,

This past month, Lauren Brisben and the E.L.K.S Adults with Special Needs Committee hosted a joyful 
Red, White, and Blue event.  If you haven’t had the chance to volunteer or participate in these wonderful 
gatherings, I highly encourage you to do so.  The night was fi lled with smiles, laughter, dancing, and 
an overwhelming sense of love.  It warmed my heart to meet with several guests that expressed their 
excitement and gratitude and to hear stories of how these events have changed their lives.  A highlight 
was watching Robert Brisben showcase his impressive “running man” dance moves on the fl oor!  

Beth Fox and the Youth Committee orchestrated a wonderful Foster Family Fun Day.  The kids had an 
absolute blast, and I found myself being dunked in the dunking booth for what felt like 100 times.  A 
heartfelt thank you goes out to all our members who volunteered for this event by setting up, cooking, 
running games, and cleaning up.  It truly takes a village to pull off  events like this, and we couldn’t have 
done it without your support.  We were also grateful to have volunteers from the Guardian ad Litem 
of Catawba County, and a special appearance by the City of Hickory Fire Department Station 1, which 
brough a fi re truck for the children to explore.  

Our Flag Day Ceremony, hosted by Debbie Whitworth and the Americanism Committee, was nothing 
short of exceptional.  We welcomed special guests: Mayor Hank Guess and City Council members Jill 
Patton, Charlotte Williams, and Cole Setzer, along with Scouts of America Troop 5 and Girl Scouts of the 
USA Troop 20740.  We celebrated the distinguished service of Charlene Walker, one of our fi rst female 
Lodge members, as she received the 2026 Distinguished Patriot Award for her outstanding years of 
dedication in service to our country.  Members of the Scouts helped us properly disposed of American 
Flags that we had collected, with Jim Benton overseeing the fi re pit.  Mark Couch and his support team 
delighted us with a spread of hors d’oeuvres that could grace the cover of any food magazine.  

As we approach July, we will celebrate the Independence of our great nation.  I encourage everyone to 
enjoy the day surrounded by family and friends, while also taking a moment to appreciate the freedom 
we cherish and honor those who have made sacrifi ces for our country.  

I, alongside many members of our Lodge, will be traveling to Chicago for the National Convention from 
July 5-8.  This will be my fi rst experience at the convention, and I am thrilled to represent our great 
Lodge and learn more about our wonderful organization.  I look forward to bringing back valuable 
insights to share with all of you.  I pray for safe travels to everyone attending and look forward to 
celebrating all the incredible work we’ve accomplished over the past year together in Chicago.  

Have a wonderful July and thank you for your continued dedication to our Lodge!

In Elkdom, 

Richie Patrick
Exalted Ruler
Hickory Lodge #1654
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        Lodge Offi  cers
Exalted Ruler  Richard Patrick
Leading Knight  Samantha Bowman
Loyal Knight  Julie Couch
Lecturing Knight  Elizabeth Brisben
Secretary  Joe Elko
Treasurer  Debbie Whitworth
Esquire  Jeff  Beane
Chaplain  Lesli Garvett
5 Year Trustee  Frank O’Keefe
4 Year Trustee  Cary Bowman
3 Year Trustee  Tim Herndon
2 Year Trustee  Robert Brisben
1 Year Trustee  Andrew Geis
Inner Guard  David Partak
Tiler  Eric Huff man

     Subcommittees
House Cheryl Bridgers
1st Floor Rentals Tom McNair
Indoctrination  Jeff  Beane
Gov’t. Relations Jill Patton
Membership Tracy Coff ey
& Retention  
Drug Awareness Brenda Wronek 
Lodge Activities Everyone!
PER Association Carole Anderson
Auditing Jim Benton, 
 Deke Shepler  
Presiding Justice Gary Young
Accident Prevention Andrew Geis 
Public Relations Brenda Wronek
Veterans Samantha Bowman
Americanism Debbie Whitworth 
E.L.K.S. Lauren Brisben
Youth Activities Beth Fox
Hoop Shoot Robert Brisben
Helping Hands Art Drumheller
Elk Merchandise Brenda Wronek
ENF Julie Couch
Grants Carole Anderson
Charity Book Tracy Gantt

    Personnel
Offi  ce Admin. Debbie Whitworth
Bar Manager Patrick & Julie
Newsletter Andrew Geis
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Fක඗ඕ ගඐඍ Sඍඋකඍගඉකඡ               
In the month of June, your Elks Lodge had the pleasure of 
welcoming an enthusiastic new member into our community, 
a retired veteran Neil Kahtod.   He is eager to contribute to our 
mission and uphold our values.  When you see him, please 
extend a warm and genuine welcome.  

AND we have fi ve potential members waiting in the wings to be 
initiated very soon.  Keep up the good work everyone, and ask a 
worthy friend or acquaintance to join us as a member.  

If you have not paid your dues for this year, please do so soon.  
Your new card is required for entry into the Lodge after April 1st.  
The card lock has been changed.  If you have paid your dues and 
have not yet received your new (green) membership key card, 
please reach out to me so we can work to rectify the situation.   
If there are extenuating circumstances delaying your payment, 
perhaps we can help.  Again, contact me so we can sort things 
out. 

Joe Elko PER
joeelko1869@gmail.com

Grand Lodge Offi  cers
Special Deputy GER Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
DDGER West Robert Brisben PER
Esquire to DDGER West Frand O’Keefe PER

NCSEA Offi  cers
NCSEA Board of Directors Mark Couch PER, PSP, PDDGER
Past State President Advisory Committee Vice-Chairman
Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER

NCSEA Committee Advisors
Government Relations Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Risk Management Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Mark Couch PER, PSP, PDDGER Better Practices

NCSEA Committee Chairs 
Disaster Relief Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Government Relations Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Leadership Training, Co-Chair Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Long Range Planning, Co-Chair Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Risk Management Mark Couch PER, PSP, PDDGER
Lodge Activities Mark Couch PER, PSP, PDDGER
Better Practices Mark Couch PER, PSP, PDDGER

NCSEA Committee West District Committee Representatives
Americanism, West District Gary Young
Auditing Committee, West District Debbie Whitworth
Better Practices Committee, West District Mark Couch PER, PSP, 
PDDGER
Camp Carefree, West District Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Conference Committee, West District Michael Bryant PER, PSP, 
PDDGER
Disaster Relief Gary Gantt PER, PDDGER
Drug Awareness, West District Brenda Wronek
ENF, West District Tim Longe PER, PDDGER
NC State Veterans Home, Black Mountain Joe Elko, PER
Veterans Activities Committee, West District Samantha Bowman
Veterans Outpatient Facility – Hickory Karleene Patrick, Lisa Watts
Government Relations, West District Michael Bryant PER, PSP, 
PDDGER
Grants Committee, West District Carole Anderson PER
Hoop Shoot, West District Robert Brisben PER
Membership Committee, West District Frank O’Keefe PER
Risk Management, West District Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Scholarship, West District Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER
Scholarship, West District Vicky Bryant

Welcome our new member: Neil Kahtod

Lඉඌඡ Eඔඓඛ Nඍඟඛ                         
Lady Elks wish all of you a Happy 4th of July on this 250th 
anniversary of our great nation! We look back with awe at our 
forefathers’ founding of the nation in 1776 and look forward with 
admiration to all generations that continue to make our nation the 
greatest! Enjoy this monumental holiday during this very special 
summer. Our next meeting will be August 4th at 6:00. 

Marisa Wallace 
President *pleasecallmeseymour@gmail.com*
Vice-President * marisacwallace@outlook.com*

Fක඗ඕ Tඐඍ Cඐඉ඘ඔඉඑඖ                 
Charlie Self back in hospital.
Mickey Lail needs prayers!
Eric heading back for surgery.
Maggie Walls mother needs prayers!

Lesli Garvett
Chaplain
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Eඔඓඛ Nඉගඑ඗ඖඉඔ F඗ඝඖඌඉගඑ඗ඖ (ENF)             
Our Mission: Helping Elks Build Stronger Communities

The mission of the Elks National Foundation is to help Elks 
build stronger communities. We fulfi ll this pledge by investing in 
communities where Elks live and work. We help youth develop 
lifelong skills, send students to college, meet the needs of 
today’s veterans, support the charitable work of the state Elks 
associations, and fund projects that improve the quality of life in 
local Elks communities.

Like all Elks, the Foundation values the belief that charity is the 
greatest of all virtues and that by sharing and giving, we have the 
power to replace sorrow and despair with hope and confi dence. 
Donations to the Foundation help us fund programs that match 
our cornerstone values of knowledge, integrity and community.

Julie Couch 

Vඍගඍකඉඖඛ C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ             
The Veterans Committee is so excited about the Fourth of July! 
However, our Veterans Committee is celebrating it on Friday the 
3rd. Each year we do a barbecue for Black Mountain Veterans Home 
and this year is no diff erent. We are serving barbecue baked, beans, 
slaw, and banana pudding. We are also providing entertainment. 
Our new member Dylan Sayge is performing with his band for 
us. This event will start at 11:30 at the home. We plan on leaving 
Hickory around 9:30 to get there with plenty of time to set up. Come 
with us and spend an afternoon with a Veteran!

This past month, we were pleased to provide a Welcome Home Kit 
to Jon Eller after he moved into a home in Catawba County. He was 
referred to us by Jennifer Van Lue, a social worker with the VA. His 
story was featured on channel 9 CBS News.Dave Faherty reported 
that Eller, a Vietnam Veteran,  had been living in a storage building 
in Newton for the last seven years.  The city told him that the shed 
did not meet code enforcement or zoning requirements and he 
would have to move.

Also, Elks member Alan Avery did the work on a Welcome Home Kit 
June 9th going to Randall Berry, a Navy Veteran, referred to us by 
Frances Bryson of Veterans Services of the Carolinas.

Join us for our next committee meeting on Monday, July 13 at 5:30 
PM on the third fl oor.

Have a wonderful safe summer and thank a veteran.

All the best,

Samantha Bowman
Veterans Committee Chair * samanthakbowman@gmail.
com *  828-234-0320An enormous, 62-foot-tall copper-plated elk built by the local Elks 

Lodge in Butte, Montana, for 4th of July celebrations in 1916
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The month of July is universally recognized as the peak of summer in 
the Northern Hemisphere and the heart of winter in the Southern. It is 
offi  cially designated in the United States as National Ice Cream Month 
and is renowned for major patriotic holidays, cultural awareness, and 

summer leisure

 Lodge Meetings are held on the fi rst and third 
      Thursdays of each month @ 7 pm.

E.L.K.S. C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ                         
The Adults with Special Needs committee celebrated a successful 
fi rst event of the year in June with a Red, White and Blue party. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 4th at 6:30 PM to 
discuss our Summer Beach Party event held on Tuesday, August 
11th at 6:30 PM. Anyone interested in helping or sharing ideas are 
welcome. 

Thank you for your constant support—we’re excited to get started!

Lauren Brisben
E.L.K.S. Chairperson * Laurenbrisben@gmail.com *
828-228-6928

Aඕඍකඑඋඉඖඑඛඕ C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ       
On June 14th, A Flag Day Ceremony was held with City Council 
Members, the Mayor of Hickory, and a County Commissioner 
present. Presentation of the Colors was performed by the Civil Air 
Patrol, Hickory Composite Squadron. Richie Patrick opened the 
ceremony. Carole Anderson led the prayers.

Laila Whitworth led the “Pledge of Allegiance.” Readings of “I Am 
Old Glory” and the “Importance of the American Flag to Elks” were 
shared along with several patriotic songs.
Gary Young provided the music for the event.

The 2026 Distinguished Patriot of the Year Award was bestowed 
upon our very own Lodge Member, Retired Sergeant Airman 
Charlene Walker. She has presented with her name plate on the 
Patriot’s Flagpole, a folded American Flag in a presentation box, 
as well as a bouquet of fl owers. Past State President Mark Couch, 
PSP-DDGER spoke of Charlene’s education, military experiences, 
career, along with her contributions to the Lodge as a former long 
standing Veterans Chair. Cary Bowman presented the fl ag and 
Debbie Castleberry the fl owers.

Part of this important day is the proper retirement of American 
fl ags the Lodge gathers throughout the year. Jim Benton 
coordinated the cutting of the fl ags, so they could be retired. Troop 
5 of the Scouts of America and Girl Scout Troop 20740 aided in this 
ceremony. Some of these youth experienced this for the very fi rst 
time!

A reception followed for the well-attended program guests. 
The next committee meeting is August 19th at 6pm on the 3rd 
Floor. All are welcome.

Debbie Whitworth 
Americanism Chair * wbcwhitworth@yahoo.com

Youth C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ                      
Thank You for Making Foster Family Fun Day a Success!

What an amazing day!

We were honored to serve 43 youth at our Foster Family Fun Day, 
and it would not have been possible without the support of our 
incredible volunteers and community partners.

A huge thank you to our 22 Elks volunteers who helped make the 
day special. Despite the summer heat, smiles were everywhere as 
families enjoyed the bouncy house, obstacle course, Nerf wars, 
axe throwing, cornhole, and the always-popular dunking booth.
The kids had a blast winning prizes at Pick-a-Duck, Smash a Cup, 
and Catch a Fish, while also enjoying fairy hair, face painting, and 
temporary tattoos.

Of course, no fun day is complete without great food! Families 
enjoyed hot dogs, snow cones, cotton candy, and popcorn 
throughout the event.

A very special thank you goes to GAL (Guardian ad Litem) for 
their volunteers, their help in planning this event, and for inviting 
foster families to join us. Your partnership helped make this day a 
wonderful experience for so many children and families.
Even with the heat, the day was fi lled with laughter, fun, and 
community. Thank you to everyone who volunteered, donated, 
participated, and helped create lasting memories for our foster 
youth and families.

Together, we made a diff erence.

Stay tune for info on Soccer Shoot in August.

Beth Fox
Youth Committee Chair * hkyelkyouth@gmail.com



H඗ඝඛඍ C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ                   
Wow! If you have not attended an event recently at the Lodge you are 
missing some wonderful time! Thank you to our June cooks, Vicky 
Bryant, Dave Partak and Mary Elko & the Mama Mia’s. Mike & Gil, Joe 
Elko, and DJ Gary Young provided wonderful musical entertainment. 
A Father’s Day Brunch was held and the 2nd Annual Luau.
July has many more great meals planned. Join us for delicious 
Shrimp or Chicken Scampi by Tom (7/10).

Kirk Coff ey is back with his WORLD-FAMOUS RIBS with help from 
Tim Long (7/17), Shelby Rae Moore and the band will play that night as 
well.

Juan Ayara will delight your taste buds with Costa Rican Fare (7/24).

Mark your calendar for August 7th for Jimmy Buff et Night with Beth 
Fox. There will be Buff et tunes playing as well.

We are looking for cooks and volunteers. You can volunteer on a 
Wednesday Food Night, choose a Thursday Meeting Night Meal or 
any Friday night in the future. Please contact Cheryl or any House 
Committee Member and they will share the information.

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you soon.

Cheryl Bridgers
House Committee Chair 

Dකඝඏ Aඟඉකඍඖඍඛඛ Nඍඟඛ                       
The drug awareness committee will be having a meeting 
at the Grand Lodge convention in Chicago next week. I’m 
looking forward to fi nding out new ideas and meeting other 
DAP members when I get back, I will announce at the next 
meeting with the essay contest will be this year and some 
other great facts. 

Thank you all for your support over the years.

Brenda Wronek *
Chair, West District DAP

Mඍකඋඐඉඖඌඑඛඑඖඏ                                                                  
Going to the national convention in Chicago. And will make some 
connections there on some new merchandise for us hopefully.

Thank you for being so patient in this process

Brenda Wronek * Chair, Merchandising * 704-651-5174

Pඝඊඔඑඋ Rඍඔඉගඑ඗ඖඛ                                                               
I’ll be attending the meeting at the Grand Lodge for public 
relations to fi nd out how we can market our Lodge better. 
Hopefully I get lots of new ideas that we can implement in our 
Lodge and look forward to sharing them with you.

Thank you,

Brenda Wronek
Chair, Public Relations * browneyesbw@hotmail.com
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Pඉඛග Eචඉඔගඍඌ Rඝඔඍකඛ                         

Hickory Elks Lodge Oyster Roast
September 12, 2006

Carole Anderson. PER, PDDGER
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Please Support Our Newsletter Sponsors!
Email Carole Anderson at caroleanderson1654@gmail.com if you would like to advertise for the year.

Proud to be part of 
the Elks Family!

Rick & Becky Ward

wououldld l likike e toto a advdverertitisese f foror t thehe y yyyeaear.r.

Proud to be part of 
the Elks Family!

RRick & Becky Ward

Mark CouchMark Couch
NC Elks PresidentNC Elks President

2025 – 20262025 – 2026
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Elks Lodge #1654 July 2026 Member Birthdays
Day Name

01 Terry Little

02 Joe Jacomine

03 Steve Hunt

04 Dennis Dagenhardt

04 Phillip Rink

05 Kevin Armstrong

05 Rex Benfi eld

05 Edward Van Horn

06 John Long

06 Sandra Watts

07 Tracy Avery

08 Rick Patton

08 Douglas Robinson

08 Nina Todaro

09 Martin Driscoll

10 K Charles Mogray

11 Mitchell Keaton

Day Name

11 Torri Martin

11 Sheila Walker

11 Thomas Weir

11 Melvin Woodward

12 Angela Burwell

12 Nathaniel Estep

12 Wendy Troutman

13 Catherine Church

14 Richard Gardner

14 John Kanne

15 Cheryl Pittenger

15 Marisa Wallace

16 Jesse Rector

16 Donna Willen

 17 Joseph Chalk 

17 Donald Chapman

17 Steven Hester

Day Name

17 Kenneth Morrison

18 Robert Keen

18 Catherine Proctor

20 Ricky Bridgeman

20 Steven Cannon

20 Wade Scronce

22 Doris Cannon

22 Gary Gantt

22 Jeff  Hefner

22 Jason Yates

23 Lauren Brisben

23 Lauren Brisben

23 Jennie Cook

23 Kevin Hillen

24 David Barker

24 Michael Morris

24 Mary Smith

Day Name

25 Terry Lowman

25 Christina Miller

25 David Munday

25 Michael Pope

26 Allen Barnes

26 Stephen Isenhour

27 Billy Alton

27 Charles Davis

27 Al Spainhour

29 Kevin Bolick

29 Natalie Kincaid

29 Jock Stetz

29 Raymond Von Drehle

30 Hank Guess

30 Jason Pope

31 Stephen Cors

31 Grant Rembert


