
Fක඗ඕ ගඐඍ ER
Greetings Hickory Herd,

I hope each of you enjoyed a warm and joyful Thanksgiving surrounded by family, friends, and 
good cheer.

This past month, our lodge shared a truly meaningful moment as we celebrated Veterans Day 
with the dedication of our new Veterans Memorial. My heartfelt thanks goes out to everyone who 
helped plan, prepare, and bring this vision to life. Your hard work and love for our lodge made this 
special tribute possible, and it is something we can all be proud of.

The holiday spirit is in full swing, and we’re looking forward to a festive and memorable Christmas 
season together. Our Lodge Christmas Party will be held on December 12th as well as our annual 
get together on Christmas Eve. We hope to celebrate with as many of you as possible. If you 
haven’t picked up your tickets yet, please stop by and see the bar staff .

Be sure to grab your Christmas Cash raffl  e tickets as well! They’re available at the lodge or 
through the link on Facebook. Only 500 will be sold for your chance to win $10,000, so don’t miss 
your chance. 

Wishing you and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas and a bright, Happy New Year. May this 
season bring warmth, kindness, and joy to each of you.

Fraternally yours,

Frank O’Keefe
Exalted Ruler * (828) 310-1017
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        Lodge Offi  cers
Exalted Ruler  Frank O’Keefe
Leading Knight  Richard Patrick
Loyal Knight  Jeff  Beane
Lecturing Knight  Samantha Bowman
Secretary  Joe Elko
Treasurer  Debbie Whitworth
Esquire  Richard Waterbury
Chaplain  Lesli Garvett
5 Year Trustee  Cary Bowman
4 Year Trustee  Tim Herndon
3 Year Trustee  Robert Brisben 
2 Year Trustee  Andrew Geis
1 Year Trustee  Gary Gantt
Inner Guard  Elizabeth Brisben
Tiler  Eric Huff man

     Subcommittees
House Ty Vassil
1st Floor Rentals Tom McNair
Indoctrination  Richard Waterbury 
Gov’t. Relations Jill Patton
Membership Tracy Coff ey
& Retention  
Drug Awareness Brenda Wronek 
Lodge Activities Everyone!
PER Association Carole Anderson
Auditing Jim Benton, Deke Shepler  
Presiding Justice Gary Young
Accident Prevention Andrew Geis 
Public Relations Brenda Wronek
Veterans Samantha Bowman
Americanism Beth Bolick
E.L.K.S. Lauren Brisben
Youth Activities Beth Fox
Hoop Shoot Robert Brisben
Helping Hands Art Drumheller
Elk Merchandise Brenda Wronek
ENF Judy Benton
Grants Carole Anderson
Charity Book Tracy Gantt

    Personnel
Offi  ce Admin. Debbie Whitworth
Bar Manager TBD
Newsletter Andrew Geis
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Fක඗ඕ ගඐඍ Sඍඋකඍගඉකඡ               
In the month of November, your Elks lodge had the pleasure of 
welcoming four new members to our Lodge of Elks.   We initiated 
Connie Preiser, Thomas Hogan, Carleen Crawford and reinstated 
Ryan Mitchell.  When you see them, please extend a warm and 
genuine welcome.  

Joe Elko
joeelko1869@gmail.com

Grand Lodge Offi  cers & Committees
-Special Deputy GER, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Esquire West, Robert Brisben PER 

NCSEA Offi  cers
-President, Mark Couch PER, PDDGER 
-PSP Advisory Com Vice-Chair, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 

NCSEA PER Association Offi  cers
-President, Gary Gantt PER, PDDGER 

NCSEA Committee Advisors
-Gov. Relations & Risk Mgmt, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 

NCSEA Committee Chairs 
-Disaster Relief, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER  
-Govrnmnt Relations, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Leadership Training CoChair, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Long-Range Planning CoChair, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Risk Mgmt & Lodge Activities, Mark Couch PER, PDDGER 

NCSEA West District Committee Reps
-Americanism, Jay Tate PER 
-Auditing, Debbie Whitworth 
-Better Practices, Tim Long PER, PDDGER 
-Camp Carefree, Frankie Houston 
-Conference, Michael Bryant, PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Disaster Relief, Gary Gantt, PER, PDDGER  
-Drug Awareness, Brenda Wronek 
-ENF, Tim Long PER, PDDGER 
-NC State Veterans Home, Joe Elko, PER 
-Veterans Activities, Samantha Bowman 
-Government Relations, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Grants, Carole Anderson PER 
-Hoop Shoot, Robert Brisben PER 
-Lodge Activities, Debbie Whitworth  
-Public Relations, Mickey Lail PER, PDDGER 
-Risk Mgmt, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Scholarship, Michael Bryant PER, PSP, PDDGER 
-Scholarship, Vicky M. Bryant

E.L.K.S. C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ                         
Nothing to report.

Lauren Brisben
Laurenbrisben@gmail.com * 828-228-6928
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Eඔඓඛ Nඉගඑ඗ඖඉඔ F඗ඝඖඌඉගඑ඗ඖ (ENF)             
Merry Christmas!  What an amazing gift you all have given to ENF 
since April of this year!
Here are our newest numbers….
(OK, if I lost some of you with “numbers, please read!  This is 
worth it!)

Acquired number of fi rst time donors. 37. That is amazing!

Reactivated number of former donors who did not contribute last 
fi scal year but gave this year.29. Thank you!

Last years donors who have not contributed this year.  45. Why??

Except for the last line, I am thrilled.   If you have not given to ENF 
this year (remember it just takes $10.00) I ask you to reconsider.
My mission this year has been to increase our % of giving to ENF, 
and you all are doing a great job.  But we still have a few months 
to make it even better!

Judy Benton
judyjim@charter.net 

Vඍගඍකඉඖඛ C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ             
Veterans Committee Acheivements. 

This past month has been huge for the Veterans Committee. First 
was  Veterans Day and our Ceremony to dedicate the Veterans 
Memorial on our front lawn. If you have not been to the Lodge lately, 
please stop by and check out what we have done in conjunction 
with the city of Hickory to honor our veterans. And thank Charlene 
Walker for her service to veterans she was our VIP veteran of 2025. 
Charlene held the job of veterans committee chair person for 12 
years and is also on the board of directors for the Foothills Veterans 
Helping Veterans. She has made a diff erence in the lives of 
veterans. Our lodges committee attended the the Veterans Stand-
Down in Lenoir. Thanks to the generosity of members we gave out 
duct, tape and socks. And thanks to the grand Lodge’s generosity. 
We use the Freedom Grant for warm coats and boots this year. 
This month we had had two Welcome Home Kits delivered and we 
had our annual feeding the veterans a box lunch at the Veterans 
Treatment Court! Thank you B Watts and Cary Bowman for your 
care of these veterans in need of a friend and mentor. 
Next month, our big event is the Christmas visit to the Black 
Mountain veterans Home. This is going to be Monday, December 
15 from 2 to 4PM. We will also have our Greens of Viewmont 
nursing home visit December 16th at 6:00PM. If you would like to be 
involved in the future with any of our programs, please come to our 
meeting. We meet once a month. Next meeting Monday, December 
8th, third fl oor meeting room at 6:30. Thank you much members for 
your support of veterans.

Veterans Committee Acheivements. 

This week has been a huge week for the Veterans Committee. 
Coming right after Veterans Day week and our Ceremony on 
Veterans Day to dedicate the memorial and honor our veterans 
then two days later the Veterans Stand-Down in Lenoir that we 
participated in. This week we had our Elks second Veterans 
Voluntary Service rep check in at our program at the VA clinic, 
please thank Lisa Watts for what she does.  We had our monthly 
program at the Greens of Viewmont give a shout out to Bill 
Zacharenko and B Watts for their continued care for this program. 
We had two Welcome Home Kits delivered and we had our annual 
feeding the veterans a box lunch at the Veterans Treatment Court! 
Thank you B Watts and Cary Bowman for your care of th these 
veterans in need of a friend and mentor. If you would like to be 
involved in the future with any of our programs, please come to our 
meeting. We meet once a month. Next meeting Monday, December 
8th, third fl oor meeting room at 6:30. With more volunteers, we can 
do more!

Samantha Bowman
Veterans Committee Chair * samanthakbowman@gmail.
com *  828-234-0320

Pඉඛග Eචඉඔගඍඌ Rඝඔඍකඛ                         
Nothing to report.

Carole Anderson

Aඕඍකඑඋඉඖඑඛඕ C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ       
WOW, we’re already here at the end of 2025…the holiday season is 
upon us! Our Lodge’s Remembrance Ceremony will be held on 7 
DEC 2025 remembering those who have passed through this last 
fi scal year. 

Essays, from our participating local schools, will be gathered on 
the 15 DEC 2025; so, that our Judges can begin deliberating and 
deciding upon our future winners during the month of January. 

Americanism meetings are always the First Tuesday of each 
month with December’s being 2 Dec 2025 at 6pm, 3rd Floor. All are 
welcome, come join us! 

J. Beth Bolick
Americanism Committee Chair * hkyamercom1654@gmail.
com  

Youth C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ                      
Nothing to report. 

Beth Fox
Youth Committee Chair * hkyelkyouth@gmail.com
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December is known for major holidays like Christmas and Hanukkah, 
the Winter Solstice, and the start of Kwanzaa. It’s also associated with 

winter in the Northern Hemisphere, the end of the year, and various 
traditions like gift-giving and seasonal parties. 

 Lodge Meetings are held on the fi rst and third 
      Thursdays of each month @ 7 pm.

Lඉඌඡ Eඔඓඛ Nඍඟඛ                         
Last month Lady Elks were pleased to accept a $1000.00 donation 
from AMERISAFE presented by Robert Brisben. This donation will 
be used to support high school students, identifi ed by their school 
counselors, who are in need of daily necessities. The donation 
is a result of the work of the AMERISAFE Impact Committee. The 
employee driven committee considers and votes on donations 
and opportunities to make an impact in the communities of the 27 
states the company serves. We are thankful they chose us for this 
generous donation. We don’t have a formal meeting in December 
but are looking forward to our Christmas Party on December 
14th. We hope each and every one of you has a wonderful holiday 
season! We will see you back at the lodge next year!

Marisa Wallace 
President *pleasecallmeseymour@gmail.com*
Vice-President * marisacwallace@outlook.com*

W඗කඌඛ F඗ක Tඐඍ Hඍකඌ                
The private Lodge Facebook Page, B.P.O.E. Hickory Lodge 
#1654,serves as our platform for communication to our member’s.  
Please adhere to the established guidelines of the page. In the 
event that a member does not actively use Facebook, their spouse 
or signifi cant other may be permitted to join. You may be asked 
to qualify the applicant. Additionally, you can post to the page as 
long as the content pertains to Lodge events. Admins approve all 
posts. 

Hickory, NC Elks Lodge #1654 our public Facebook page was 
established to serve the public. We aim to raise awareness of our 
existence, showcase our charitable endeavors, and facilitate ticket 
sales and other events. We endeavor to post all Elk events that are 
shareable with the public. Non-members are welcome to follow 
the page. Please invite inquiries about the Elks to this page or to 
elks.org. Furthermore, on this page we share information about 
other local non-profi t organizations, such as the Soup Kitchen.

For any inquiries or comments, please do not hesitate to contact 
Admins on both Facebook pages. 

Carole Anderson
caroleanderson1654@gmail.com * 828-312-7476

H඗඗඘ Sඐ඗඗ග C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ          
It is once again that time of year, when Hickory Elks Lodge # 
1654 and Newton Elks Lodge # 2042 sponsor our annual Elks 
Hoop Shoot Free Throw Contest. The Hoop Shoot committee has 
met, and we have reached out to many schools. This year we are 
involving Lincoln County Schools in addition to Catawba and 
Alexander County Schools. I hope we can get back to pre-covid 
numbers. 

Mark your calendars!  The local event will be January 17th 2026, at 
11 am at Hickory High School. 
The District Shoot will be on January 31, 2026, at 11 am at Hickory 
High School.

This is the 37th year that the Hickory Elks Lodge has had a Hoop 
Shoot. Thank you for supporting the Hoop Shoot for so many 
years. 

If you have any questions please contact me.

Robert Brisben
Hickory & Western District Hoop Shoot Chair * Rbrisben@
amerisafe.com * 828.310.6692 

Fක඗ඕ Tඐඍ Cඐඉ඘ඔඉඑඖ                 
Charlie Self needs prayers for us sciatica and arthritis.

Lesli Garvett
Chaplain



H඗ඝඛඍ C඗ඕඕඑගගඍඍ                   
Christmas party tickets are $35 and you can get them at the bar.

We will be doing a stop the bleed CPR class in early January, date 
TBA.

Ty Vassill
House Committee Chair * bc98mgt@gmail.com*954-650-4990

Dකඝඏ Aඟඉකඍඖඍඛඛ Nඍඟඛ                       
There is someone I would like to thank very much for all 
of his help and his wife’s over the years and that would be 
Jarrett Soles and Liz.

Over the years, Jarrett has played Elroy without any fail to 
show up at any special event. He always shows up and plays 
his part as Elroy. He has danced his way through downtown 
in the Christmas parade or at Octoberfest. He has given all 
the children he sees a high fi ve.

I just wanted to take the opportunity to say thank you very 
much to both of you for your generosity and commitment.

Thank you,

Brenda Wronek *
Chair, West District DAP

Mඍකඋඐඉඖඌඑඛඑඖඏ                                                                  
Still working on some new ideas. Don’t forget if you have 
an item you would like to have embroidered or have the Elk 
logo put on your item you can always see Steve Shueford at 
premier screen printing.

Thank you, 

Brenda Wronek * Chair, Merchandising * 704-651-5174

Pඝඊඔඑඋ Rඍඔඉගඑ඗ඖඛ                                                               
Public relations is a very important for our lodge. It’s our way 
of getting what we do for our community in print. All of our 
committees work very hard for what they do and they need to be 
proud of that and write their articles so that the public can fi nd out 
what you are doing. These articles go to the local newspaper, state 
newsletter and to the national headquarters for the magazine. So 
please write your articles on your events that you have so that 
everyone can know what we are doing.

We had a very large public event in November.  The Hickory 
Christmas parade that was attended by approximately 14,000 
people. We had our fl oat from the Lodge in the parade and thank 
you to Mr. Armstrong for the use of his antique stagecoach which 
was very impressive.

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped with the parade and 
the veterans that showed up in uniform. And a big thank you to 
everyone that donated candy for the parade.

Thank you,

Brenda Wronek
Chair, Public Relations * browneyesbw@hotmail.com
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Please Support Our Newsletter Sponsors!
Email Carole Anderson at caroleanderson1654@gmail.com if you would like to advertise for the year.

Proud to be part of 
the Elks Family!

Rick & Becky Ward

wououldld l likike e toto a advdverertitisese f foror t thehe y yyyeaear.r.

Proud to be part of 
the Elks Family!

RRick & Becky Ward

Mark CouchMark Couch
NC Elks PresidentNC Elks President

2025 – 20262025 – 2026
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Elks Lodge #1654 December 2025 Member Birthdays
Day Name

03 Karen Foster

03 Gregory Hayes

04 Michael Garvett

04 Jerry Sellers

05 David Johnson

06 Darryl Linder

09 Elizabeth Brisben

10 Linda Dodson

10 Tracy Hamby

10 Thomas Richardson

11 Brent Hager

12 John Gray

12 James Holbrook

13 Jasun Buchanan

15 Skip Reinhardt

Day Name

15 Tracy Weaver

18 Ed Dotter

18 Jack Tickle

20 Tommy Craig

21 William  Gorham

21 Charlie Self

21 Eric Yount

22 Joseph Davis

22 Sandra Icenhour

22 Deborah Whitworth

23 Jo Ann Johnson

23 Colin Martin

23 Joseph Martin

25 Eric Huff man

25 Rick Knighton

Day Name

25 Holly Reinhardt

25 Lauren Tucker

26 Kevin Davis

28 Donna Cline

29 Frank Harris

29 Kirsten Hollis

29 Dean Proctor

30 Helen Bowman

Day Name
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S඘඗ගඔඑඏඐග ඗ඖ ගඐඍ H඗ඝඛඍ:
Dඍඋඍඕඊඍක S඘඗ගඔඑඏඐග ඗ඖ ගඐඍ H඗ඝඛඍ: Lඑඖඌඉ Vඉඛඛඑඔ 
This month, we proudly shine our spotlight on Linda Vassil, a woman whose life story is as 
inspiring as her spirit is kind.
Linda grew up in a big Italian family in the small coastal town of Waterford, Connecticut. The 
youngest of fi ve, she was raised in a family known for its creativity and resourcefulness—
design, construction, and fabrication were practically second nature. Much of her youth 
was spent helping restore a Victorian historical home, an experience that shaped her eye for 
detail and her love of craftsmanship.
With a sense of curiosity as wide as the ocean, Linda headed off  to college to become a 
marine scientist. Her work took her from the cold waters of the North Atlantic down to the 
warm Caribbean, where she and her team conducted applied scientifi c studies.
Life took a beautiful turn when Linda’s ship came into port in South Florida, and she 
reconnected with Ty through his sister-in-law, a childhood friend from Connecticut. Ty swept 
her off  her feet, and before long, Linda moved to South Florida, where they married and 
began their family.
Linda chose a career in teaching, aligning her schedule with her children’s and dedicating 
herself to their education. She taught high-level and gifted science and biology for 25 years, 
touching countless young lives. Many of her former students still approach her as adults, 
off ering hugs and gratitude for the profound diff erence she made.
After retiring, Linda and Ty moved to Hickory, just a few miles from where Ty graduated high 
school in Newton. Today, Linda enjoys the joy of a new grandchild, visits with her children, 
traveling, good music, and good friends.
A true Scorpio, she is loyal, a straight-shooter, deeply compassionate, and endlessly 
resourceful.
Here’s to a wonderful sister Elk — Linda Vassil.
We love you, and we appreciate you.
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Eඔඓ඗ඊඍකඎඍඛග !


