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A  word From your EXALTED RULER 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Welcome to the New Year! I extend my warmest wishes to you and 
your families for a year filled with good health, happiness, and 
success. 

I would like to sincerely thank everyone who volunteered for the 
Kids’ Christmas Party—Lori, Ricky, Donna, Danny, Teena, Jan, 
Kayla, Andy, Laura, Fran, Sandy, Moses, and Enzio. Your hard work 
made this event truly spectacular, serving over 40 breakfasts and 
creating a wonderful experience for our children. A special thank-you 
to Lori Bump for her continued dedication and leadership. 

Thank you as well to all who joined us on Christmas Eve for Tom 

and Jerry’s. The turnout was a pleasant surprise, 
and a great time was had by all. This is what 
being an Elk is all about—coming together, 
supporting one another, and taking part in our 
Lodge. 

Thank you all for your continued commitment 
and participation. I look forward to another great 
year ahead. 

GOD BLESS!  

      Debra Bruno-Nevin, PER  
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           QUEEN OF HEARTS:  

11-21-25: Sandra Wallace, #10 (King of Clubs) 

11-28-25: Enzio Mannaioni, # 54 (9 of Clubs) 

12-5-25: Penny Burns, PDDGER # 30 (8 of Spades) 

12-12-25: Joe Petroski # 35 ( Jack of Diamonds) 

The Joliet Elks Lodge #296 Newsletter is a monthly newsletter distributed electronically and in limited print to its membership, district 
lodges, and state association officers. This publication brings invaluable articles of interest to and for our lodge members and families. 
Throughout the year, features include news and events, information from Grand Lodge and information on social gatherings.  

  2026 CCC Calendars Now Available.  

   Cost $25, and you get a chance at: 

     247 drawings of $50 
     12 monthly drawings of $100 
     3 Special drawings of $1,000 
     1 Grand Drawing of $5,000 

Winners are randomly drawn from all registered participants, and 
all winners are eligible for future drawings throughout the year. 
Calendars are available from Chair Mark Bump, PDDGER. 

CCC SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The 2026-27 Physical and Occupational Therapy 
Scholarship Program , including the two-year 
Therapy Assistant Scholarships. The applications 
will be available online only beginning  December1, 

2025 at Illinois Elks Children's Care Corporation SCHOLARSHIPS 
The application will remain online until March 6, 2026.  

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than March 10, 
2026 and delivered to the Illinois Elks Children's Care Corp. Office 
at 1201 N. Main St. Chatham, Il. 62629. Applications should no 
longer be delivered or mailed to the lodge. 

Legacy Awards applications are NOW OPEN! Exclusive to high 
school seniors who are the children or grandchildren of dues-paying 
Elks, these $4,000 scholarships give students the opportunity to 
continue their Elks family legacy while making their own mark in 
the #ElksFamily. 

“Elks have given me so much in my life, and I am so grateful that I 
now have the opportunity to give it right back to others,” says 
Dakota Stutzman, a 2023 Legacy Awards winner. “Being a member 
of the #ElksFamily means more to me than just a scholarship; it’s a 
foundational part of who I am.” 

Additional information and applications for the scholarship are 
available online at Legacy Awards. (www.elks.org/scholars/
scholarships/Legacy.cfm). 

Legacy Application deadline is February 2, 2026, 11:59 a.m. Pacific 
Time. NOTE: This is NOON, mid-day, Pacific time.  

Nominations for 2026-2027 Officers to be accepted at 
February’s 1st Lodge Meeting! 

We need Officers who not only believe in the mission of 
Elkdom, but are willing to make and honor a commitment to 
their fellow Members.  

Trustees and Chair Officers are asked to attend 3 meetings a 
month; chair a committee, attend all Lodge functions, lead by 
example in donating annually to the ENF and CCC, be willing 
to volunteer additional time for Lodge needs, and enjoy more 
criticism than praise for your efforts.  

https://www.illinoiselksccc.org/scholarships.html
https:/elksscholars.tumblr.com
https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/Legacy.cfm
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Editor reserves the right to edit the submissions for Grammar, Punctuation, and Content as space allows. 

Exalted Ruler……………………...Debra Bruno-Nevin PER 
Est. Leading Knight…………………….Karen Johnson PER 
Est. Loyal Knight…………………………………Dan Ward 
Est. Lecturing Knight……………………………Ricky Gray 
Secretary……………………….Mark Bump PER, PDDGER 
Treasurer…………………………………………....Jan Flint 
Tiler……………………………………………...Annie Won  
Esquire………………………………………....Slim Pickens 
Chaplain………………………………………….Lori Bump 
Inner Guard………………………………..….Jennifer Bellot  

Trustee (2026)……………..….Larry Burns PER, PDDGER 
Trustee (2027)………………..Penny Burns PER, PDDGER 
Trustee (2028)…………………..…………….. Andy Lopez 
Trustee (2029)…………………Jacqueline DiVecchio-Tyler 
Trustee (2030)…….…………………………....Chris Marry 
Board of Directors Chair…..   Penny Burns, PER. PDDGER 
P.E.R. President…………………...Debra Bruno-Nevin PER 
Editor……………………………...Jeff Sterr PER PDDGER 
Casting Director…...………………...... ………...Lori Bump 
Very Temporary Assistant Editor…..……..……..Dee Zaster  

2025-2026 Lodge #296  Officers 

Lodge Information 

Office Hours: M-F 9am-12pm 

Lounge Hours: Mon, Wed. 4pm to 10pm 

Tuesday , Thursday -CLOSED; Bear Sunday’s—open 12-4 

Friday & Saturday 4-11 

Phone # : 815-744-3355 

Address: 250 SE Frontage Rd., Joliet, IL 60431 

Email: elks296@att.net 

Website: http://wwwjolietelks.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Joliet-ElksLodge-296 

Mark Bump– District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler  

Elks Website: www.elks.org 

Illinois Elks Association: http://www.illinoiselks.org 

Illinois Elks Children’s Care: www.illinoiselksccc.org 

For lodge updates as it relates to lodge functions, check out the 
lodge website and/or Facebook page. 

MEMBERSHIP-MONTHLY REPORT 

JOLIET ELKS LODGE #296 

Membership as of 4/1/2025: 192 

Membership as of 12/16/2025:191 

Delinquent as of 12/16/2025: 16      

             Mark Bump, PER, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary 

There are only three months left in the lodge year. If you 
have not renewed your membership yet please do so ASAP. 
Don't be like Houdini and let your membership disappear!!  

SECRETARY'S MESSAGE:  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! I hope that all the 
members and their families had a blessed 
and peaceful Christmas season! Don't 
forget to watch the Rose Bowl Parade on 
January 1st and look for the BPOE float. 

As per Grand Lodge Statute 3.080, 
nominations of officers for the upcoming 
lodge year will be accepted at the first 
lodge meeting in February ( the 10th,) The 
election of officers will  be held at the 

second meeting in February (the 24th) Nominations are for any 
member in good standing and will be accepted for the following 
positions: Exalted Ruler, Leading, Loyal and Lecturing Knight, 
Treasurer, Secretary and Five Year Trustee. Any member in good 
standing interested in serving one of these positions or have any 
questions about the positions/responsibilities can talk to any of the 
current officers. 

In closing: pray when you feel like worrying. give thanks when you 
feel like complaining, keep going when you feel like quitting. 

Sincerely and Fraternally submitted,  

                             Your 2024-25 IEA Secretary of the Year, 

                                  Mark Bump, PDDGER 

FYI: Elk lodges have helped 2,477 veterans in the 2025-26 lodge 
year with Welcome Home Kits. Elks are serving in more than 400 
veteran related facilities nation wide.  Elks have distributed over 
$762,676 in assistance in housing to veterans. For an average of 
$1,578 in assistance provide to each veteran. The Elks have distrib-
uted 1,236 pairs of gloves at facilities for wheel chair veterans have 
donated 158 deer hides to recreational therapy programs and given 
8,024 craft kits to veterans.  

OLD (?) TIMERS REPORT 
Elks celebrating  15 Years of Membership:  

Mark Bellot, Joe Medveskas, Joe Petroski, and Tony Ragusa .  

 

4 Ronald Knezevich 
5 Kayla Flint 
 Carl Lagger 
8 Earl Lichtenauer 
9  Michael Magruder 
13 Jose Guzman 
15 Larry Burns PDDGER 
20 Keith Jorstad 

21 Joseph Babich 
22 Gene Piekarski 
23 Karen Plyman 
24 Julie Bonk 
 Terry Estes 
 Tony Ragusa 
29 Jennifer Prosise 
30 Renee Parzgnat Editor Wanted 

Looking for anyone to fill the position of editor. No 
experience necessary; some spelling competence 
helpful but obviously not essential. Must be able to 
type with tongue in cheek without biting same. 

Knowledge of what bulls do after eating helpful; ability to 
completely stretch the truth useful; capacity to make up articles on 
the fly imperative. No need to apply in person, but some signs of 
life required. 

mailto:elks296@att.net
http://wwwjolietelks.com
http://www.facebook.com/Joliet-ElksLodge-296
http://www.elks.org
http://www.illinoiselks.org
http://www.illinoiselksccc.org
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JOLIET ELKS CALENDAR FOR January, 2026 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

No matter how 
much you push the 
envelope, it'll still 

be stationery.  

Why did the chicken go to the gym 
in January? 
                   To work out his pecks! 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

March EC will be delayed due to snowbird fever. 
Expect your issue around the 7th. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

 

  

 

1 

 

2 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

3 
 

 

4           vs 
 
 
TBD 

5 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

6 
 

7 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

8 

 

9 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

10 
 
 
 

11 
IEA EAST 

DISTRICT MTG 
10 am 
Joliet 

12 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

13 
  

14 

Volunteer 10 AM  
Food Pantry 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

15 

 

16 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

17 
Bid Euchre 7pm 

     

18 
 

19 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

20 
House  & 

BOD meeting 
7 pm 

21   

Euchre 6:30 pm 

22 23 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

24 
     

25  26 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

27 28 
 
Euchre 6:30 pm 

29 30 
Queen of 

Hearts 7:30 

31 
 

Super Bowl Party 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 

2 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

3 4 

  Euchre 6:30 pm 

5 6 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

7     

8 
 

9 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

10 

 

11 

Volunteer 10 AM  
Food Pantry 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

12 

 
 

13  
 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

IEA WINTER 
MTG 

14  
 
IEA WINTER 

MTG 

15 
 

IEA Winter 
MTG 

16 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

BPOE B-Day 

17 

House Com & 
BOD meeting 

7 pm 

18 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

19 

 

20 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

21 
Bid Euchre 7pm 

 

22   
    

 

23                           

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

24 

 

25 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

26 27 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

28 
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2 

Euchre 6:30 pm  

3 4 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

   
 



 

 

Fred C. Dames 
FUNERAL HOMES  

741-5500 

Over 150 years of Family Service  

 

Ricky & Donna Gray 
Brokers/Realtors 

Ricky   815.955.2705 

Donna  815.955.2706 

thegrayteamsells@gmail.com 

www.thegrayteamsells.com 

      

OLIN AGENCY 

    INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS 

   815 SHERWOOD PLACE, JOLIET   815-722-0276 

Greg R. Olin - Dan Merriman - Steven Olin 

 greg@olininsurance.com 

Call  
Before  
You Dig 

Your ad here 
 

Call the Lodge for more information 

 
 
 
 
 

BANQUET FACILITIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Any of Your Banquet Needs 

Seating up to 225 People 

Catering Available from 176 West— 

from appetizers to sit down dinners 

For more information call Debra  (708) 990-1766 

 Rehearsal Dinners 

 Wedding Receptions 

 Dinner Parties 

 Dinner Meetings 

 Birthdays 

 Fundraiser Outings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Veterans and their family members can call, text, or chat 24/7/365. 
24/7 support hotline for Veterans in crisis and their supporters. 

Remember 
the Lodge has Video Gaming.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come on out and try your luck. 

Final Last Piece of the Puzzle 

Prior to Sale of Lodge Property 

We are nearing the end! All of the cell tower and billboard firms 
passed on the option to purchase the property with their right of first 
refusal. However, Lamar has decided to exercise their option to 
purchase their permanent easement for the digital sign.  Their lease 
(which was transferred when Lamar purchased it from Impact 
Signs) gave them an option to purchase the permanent easement if 
our Lodge was going to sell our property. The original lease was 
voted upon by the members and approved by the Grand Lodge 
Board of Trustees in 2011. The purchase price for the easement is 
$214,500.00. This option will be finalized in the next few weeks. 
This frees up all loose ends with our proposed buyer, who will now 
be presenting a contract for sale. The BOD expects this to be 
brought to the floor of the Lodge for a vote towards the 2nd meeting 
in January.  Watch the EC for the latest developments. 

Any sale agreement by Joliet Lodge #296 is contingent upon 
final approval and authorization by the Board of Grand 
Trustees of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Two parrots sat  
on a perch.  

One said to the 
other,  

 
"Do you smell fish?" 


