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A  word From your EXALTED RULER 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I take it we are all still full 
from Thanksgiving and getting ready to do it all over again!  

Unfortunately November had some bad news, our Office Manager 
Karen Bellot has passed away after battling a long illness. Karen had 
managed our Office for 5 years, wearing many hats, and devoting 
many hours at our Lodge. She always had time for anyone that 
needed to talk, or anyone that needed a helping hand. Her smile was 
sunshine, she always had the most positive attitude in any situation. 
She never gave up on anything or anyone. Karen was loved by all and 
is truly missed.  

Our Elks memorial service is Dec 7 @ 1p.m., afterwards there will be 
food in the Lounge and you can purchase beverages. 

Please join us for Breakfast with Santa Dec 14, 9-Noon, sign up sheet 

is in the lounge, or you can call us. Also, don't 
forget to come celebrate with us at our Tom & 
Jerry party Dec 24, noon-5.  

A huge thank you to the mystery donor, who 
donated 3 new TVs to our lounge, our members 
are loving it!  

A reminder, new members are invaluable, but so 
is making sure your new members come to the 
Lodge. As a member, always invite your family 
and friends to our Lodge, sometimes all it takes 
is that one time, and you get a new member. Wishing you a beautiful 
blessed Holiday! 

GOD BLESS!  

      Debra Bruno-Nevin, PER  
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Friday December 12th 7:00 pm 
Please arrive by 6:30 to get your table and something to drink. We 
have a good selection of both in the Lounge. Come with your own 
team or feel free to join one of the teams that are already here. All 
members and their guests are welcome. 

Last month’s winners were better than the rest of us losers. 

           QUEEN OF HEARTS:  

10-31-25: Larry Burns,  #31 (QUEEN OF 
HEARTS) 

11-7-25: Joe Petroski, # 34 ( 5 of spades) 

11-14-25: Andy Lopez #28 (ace of hearts) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Friday and Saturday from 5-7 pm.   
  1/2 price drinks and snacks. 

Come on out and see what we’ve got! 

Register to be an organ, eye 
and tissue donor. 

CLICK the Logo 

The Joliet Elks Lodge #296 Newsletter is a monthly newsletter distributed electronically and in limited print to its membership, district 
lodges, and state association officers. This publication brings invaluable articles of interest to and for our lodge members and families. 
Throughout the year, features include news and events, information from Grand Lodge and information on social gatherings.  

The other day I sent my girlfriend a huge pile of snow.   
I rang her up and asked, 'Did you get my drift?'  

This guy goes into a restaurant for a Christmas breakfast 
while in his hometown for the holidays. After looking over the 
menu he says, "I'll just have the eggs Benedict." His order 
comes a while later and it's served on a big, shiny hubcap. He 
asks the waiter, "What's with the hubcap?" The waiter says, 
"Well, there's no plate like chrome for the hollandaise." 

https://registerme.org/?_gl=1*1iqcl5s*_ga*NjEzOTk5MzExLjE3NTMzMDYwNDM.*_ga_S387VZ1N1T*czE3NTMzMDYwNDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTMzMDYwNDMkajYwJGwwJGgw


 

 

 

And concentrate on all the love we shared  
when you were here. 

Our time together taught me what  
Christmas time is for; 

And that’s what I’ll remember  
until we meet once more. 

Christmas Without You - Author Unknown 
Although it’s sad to reminisce on Christmases we knew, 

This year I shall celebrate in memory of you. 
I will put aside my sorrow with every unshed tear 
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Editor reserves the right to edit the submissions for Grammar, Punctuation, and Content as space allows. 

Exalted Ruler……………………...Debra Bruno-Nevin PER 
Est. Leading Knight…………………….Karen Johnson PER 
Est. Loyal Knight…………………………………Dan Ward 
Est. Lecturing Knight……………………………Ricky Gray 
Secretary……………………….Mark Bump PER, PDDGER 
Treasurer…………………………………………....Jan Flint 
Tiler……………………………………………...Annie Won  
Esquire………………………………………....Slim Pickens 
Chaplain………………………………………….Lori Bump 
Inner Guard………………………………..….Jennifer Bellot  

Trustee (2026)……………..….Larry Burns PER, PDDGER 
Trustee (2027)………………..Penny Burns PER, PDDGER 
Trustee (2028)…………………..…………….. Andy Lopez 
Trustee (2029)…………………Jacqueline DiVecchio-Tyler 
Trustee (2030)…….…………………………....Chris Marry 
Board of Directors Chair…..   Penny Burns, PER. PDDGER 
P.E.R. President…………………...Debra Bruno-Nevin PER 
Editor……………………………...Jeff Sterr PER PDDGER 
Casting Director…...………………...... ………...Lori Bump 
Very Temporary Assistant Editor…..……..……..Dee Zaster  

2025-2026 Lodge #296  Officers 

Lodge Information 

Office Hours: M-F 9am-12pm 

Lounge Hours: Mon, Wed. 4pm to 10pm 

Tuesday , Thursday -CLOSED; Bear Sunday’s—open 12-4 

Friday & Saturday 4-11 

Phone # : 815-744-3355 

Address: 250 SE Frontage Rd., Joliet, IL 60431 

Email: elks296@att.net 

Website: http://wwwjolietelks.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Joliet-ElksLodge-296 

Mark Bump– District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler  

Elks Website: www.elks.org 

Illinois Elks Association: http://www.illinoiselks.org 

Illinois Elks Children’s Care: www.illinoiselksccc.org 

For lodge updates as it relates to lodge functions, check out the 
lodge website and/or Facebook page. 

OLD (?) TIMERS REPORT 
Elks celebrating  20 Years of Membership:  
Raymond Slattery, Joanne Sovich, and Steve Yates.  

MEMBERSHIP-MONTHLY REPORT 

JOLIET ELKS LODGE #296 

Membership as of 4/1/2025: 192 

Membership as of 11/18/2025:191 

Delinquent as of 11/18/2025: 16      

             Mark Bump, PER, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary 

 

With the eyes of faith may we see those 
whom we have loved and lost awhile, and 
who are waiting the day when the chain 
of fraternal love shall be reunited forever. 

Karen M. Bellot 
Date of birth: September 1,1962 

Initiated: February 23, 2016 
Deceased: November 13, 2025 

The faults of our members  
we write upon the sand, 

their virtues  
upon the tablets of  
Love and Memory. 

In Memoriam 

 
Memorial Service 

December 7th at 1 PM 

The faults of our members  
we write upon the sand, 

their virtues  
upon the tablets of  
Love and Memory. 

This service is held by every Elks Lodge in the 
nation on the first Sunday in December. We use 
this day to honor and cherish the memories of those 
Elks who have passed to realms on high during the 
past year. Once a member of our Order, you are 
never forgotten and never forsaken.  

This is one of the most moving ceremonies in all of 
Elkdom. 

All members are cordially invited to attend this day 
of fraternal tribute. 

mailto:elks296@att.net
http://wwwjolietelks.com
http://www.facebook.com/Joliet-ElksLodge-296
http://www.elks.org
http://www.illinoiselks.org
http://www.illinoiselksccc.org


 

 

Winners of the Benefit 

Raffle 
1st  place     Dennis Schley      $500  
2nd place     Teena Mackey     $250 
3rd place      Larry Burns          $150 
4th place      Dan Ward               $50    
 

Congratulations to our winners. 
We thank everyone who supported our lodge by buying 

tickets for the raffle! 
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ELK CALL IN CHRONIC NEED 
 for New Editor 

If you have an interest in volunteering to help publish the Lodge 
newsletter, call the office or contact Exalted Ruler Bruno-Nevin. 
Other than being able to handle temporary frustration, no 
experience necessary. 

SECRETARY'S MESSAGE:  

As the holiday season and 2025 
approaches an end and we gather for meals 
and events, let's each take a moment to 
appreciate the blessings of the past year. 

Whether its the friendships formed (or 
lost) or simply the joy of being part of this 
lodge hopefully you had much to be 
thankful for. 

 

As we look forward to 2026, please keep in mind a couple of 
things: 

1) Coats for kids. Please help us keep area children in need warm 
during the winter months. Donations can be dropped off to the 
lodge by December 14th. 

2) Remember that Board of Directors/House Committee meetings 
and lodge meetings are open to all members. As we start to work on 
a "new journey" for the lodge remember your input is important and 
we look forward to seeing you at our next meetings. 

3) Please remember: Guests must be signed in  in the guest book in 
the lobby and tha loud, boisterous , profane or abusive language by 
any member, employee or guest is prohibited. Please remember 
your obligation as an Elk. 

RIP Karen Bellot. You will be missed by many. Thank you for your 
dedication to the lodge and in running the club portion of the office 
duties for the past several years. 

In closing, as we begin the new year, a thought: Even the wrong 
people and the wrong choices can bring you to the right place. 

Sincerely and Fraternally submitted,  

                                       Mark Bump, PDDGER      Lodge Secretary 

Linda’s 

PIZZA  

COATS FOR KIDS 
COATS FOR KIDS. ANY QUESTIONS CONTACT THE LODGE 
AT 815-744-3355. 
Our Lodge is collecting new or gently used coats, hats, and gloves 
to be given to those in need. This years donations are going for the 
Trinity Services, Inc. Homeless Holiday Program.  

Donations can be left at the Lodge. Monetary donations are also 
accepted for us to purchase coats. You can drop off your donation 
or mail it to Joliet Elks #296, 250 SE Frontage Road, Joliet IL 
60431, marked COATS FOR KIDS.  

 

LODGE MEETING NIGHT 
JACKPOT 

Oddly enough, the  Jackpot drawings occur on 
Lodge meeting nights.  

Winning holder of 50/50 ticket  eligible to 
draw for the Jackpot. Winner must be present 

at the meeting. 1st October meeting,  - not a winner; October 27 
meeting, Ricky Gray - not a winner for $609. 

2 Ray McShane 
5 Jerrold Cashmer 
7 Mark Burnetti 
 John Harvish 
8 David Rubis DDS 
10 George Geil   
15 Jay Starner 

 Janette Steel 
16 Abel Herrera 
17 John Jun 

    Ray Stefanski 

17 Dwayne Wilkerson 
20 Bill Benoit 
 Patricia Vinsel 
22 Bill Talaga 
23 Mike English 
24 Jay Caswell 
25 John Metrick 
31 Victoria Allen 

 Kimberly Feeny Mitchell 
 John Prescott PER 

SNOWBIRDS—ARE YOU MOVING 
...even if it is just temporary? Please don’t 
forget to include the lodge on your list of 
people to notify, as we use non-profit bulk 
mail rates. If you move and do not notify 
us, we are charged a fee for returned mail. 
Please help us save money and just give 
the lodge a call or send us an email to let 
us know your new address. 

Nollaig 
shona daoibh     

THE HISTORY OF THE FIRST MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Brother Sheppard was one of the fifteen original "Jolly Corks," and 
was in charge of the details of the first memorial service, then called 
Lodge of Sorrow, given at Clarendon (Masonic) Hall in New York 
on March 20, 1870. This was the first public appearance of the Elks. 
The members were out in full force, and uniformly arrayed in dark 
clothing, silk hats, white aprons and gloves with a sprig of amaranth 
on the lapel of their coats, made a striking appearance.  

 

       Still serving           Ask your bartender 
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Final Last Piece of the Puzzle 

Prior to Sale of Lodge Property 

We are nearing the end! All of the cell tower and billboard firms 
passed on the option to purchase the property with their right of first 
refusal. However, Lamar has decided to exercise their option to 
purchase their permanent easement for the digital sign.  Their lease 
(which was transferred when Lamar purchased it from Impact 
Signs) gave them an option to purchase the permanent easement if 
our Lodge was going to sell our property. The original lease was 
voted upon by the members and approved by the Grand Lodge 
Board of Trustees in 2011. The purchase price for the easement is 
$214,500.00. This option will be finalized in the next few weeks. 
This frees up all loose ends with our proposed buyer, who will now 
be presenting a contract for sale. The BOD expects this to be 
brought to the floor of the Lodge for a vote towards the 2nd meeting 
in January.  Watch the EC for the latest developments. 

Any sale agreement by Joliet Lodge #296 is contingent upon 
final approval and authorization by the Board of Grand 
Trustees of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

  Breakfast with Santa 
  December 14th 

 Pictures with Santa and other surprises  
Sign up sheet in the Lounge  

Children up to 11 years old free 
Adults (12 and over) $12.00 

9 AM to 12 PM 

 Menu 
Scrambled Eggs, Pancakes, Sausage,  

French Toast Sticks, Bacon, Muffins, Danish, 
Cookies,  Juice, Milk and Coffee 

Bar opens at noon! 

 

 

          

                    FREE FOOD 
                             FREE BOOZE 
 (Sorry, Tom & Jerry's only, no substitutions) 

Christmas Eve—Noon to 5 pm 

Food Serving at 1 pm 

Wishing you a  
Merry 

Christmas  
and a 

 Happy New 
Year 

  2026 CCC Calendars Now Available.  

   Cost $25, and you get a chance at: 

     247 drawings of $50 
     12 monthly drawings of $100 
     3 Special drawings of $1,000 
     1 Grand Drawing of $5,000 

Winners are randomly drawn from all registered participants, and 
all winners are eligible for future drawings throughout the year. 
Calendars are available from Chair Mark Bump, PDDGER. 

      BEER CONTAINS FEMALE HORMONES (AP Wire) 

Yesterday scientists revealed that beer contains small traces of fe-
male hormones. To prove their theory, the scientists fed 100 men 12 
pints of beer and observed that 100 % of them gained weight, talked 
excessively without making sense, became emotional, couldn’t 
drive, and refused to apologize when wrong. 

No further testing is planned. 

A woman went to the Post Office to buy stamps for her 
Christmas cards. Clerk: "What denomination?"  

Woman: "Oh, good heavens! Have we come to this? Well, 
give me 50 Baptist and 50 Catholic." 

Good King Wenceslas phoned Domino's 
for a pizza. The salesgirl asked him if he 
wanted his usual,  

                “Deep pan, crisp and even?” 

 

Message from the GER 
 
Be the Difference this holiday season 

Season’s greetings and happy holidays! 

Remember to be kind and compassionate to one 
another as you attend social events at your 
Lodges. It must be a time when we can be the 
best of who we are. Think of ways to serve your 
community by donating food or presents to less fortunate children 
and families, or giving veterans a gift or holiday card. What about 
hosting a breakfast with Santa? Keep in mind, giving is always 
better than receiving because at the end of the day, it’s truly about 
putting our hearts toward enjoying family, friends, and service to 
others.  



 

 

 

CHRISTMASES PAST 
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Legacy Awards applications are NOW OPEN! Exclusive to high 
school seniors who are the children or grandchildren of dues-paying 
Elks, these $4,000 scholarships give students the opportunity to 
continue their Elks family legacy while making their own mark in 
the #ElksFamily. 

“Elks have given me so much in my life, and I am so grateful that I 
now have the opportunity to give it right back to others,” says 
Dakota Stutzman, a 2023 Legacy Awards winner. “Being a member 
of the #ElksFamily means more to me than just a scholarship; it’s a 
foundational part of who I am.” 

Additional information and applications for the scholarship are 
available online at Legacy Awards. (www.elks.org/scholars/
scholarships/Legacy.cfm). 

Legacy Application deadline is February 2, 2026, 11:59 a.m. Pacific 
Time. NOTE: This is NOON, mid-day, Pacific time.  

Joliet #296 Contributes $6K to  

H.E.A.L. River Walk Food Pantry 

Joliet #296 uses its Spotlight and Beacon Grant to benefit the  
Healthy Eating And Lifestyle Garden & Food Pantry (H.E.A.L.) 
located at 350 N Broadway in Joliet.  HEAL is open to residents of 
Will County on Thursdays from 10am-6pm and Fridays from 10am-
12pm. This food pantry opened approximately 6-1/2 years ago and 
now serves several more hundred people than originally planned.  

Our Lodge is also looking for volunteers to help stock the pantry. 
We work on the second Wednesday of every month from 10–noon. 
If you are interested in helping, please let ER Bruno-Nevin know. 

CCC SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The 2026-27 Physical and Occupational Therapy 
Scholarship Program , including the two-year 
Therapy Assistant Scholarships. The applications 
will be available online only beginning  December1, 

2025 at Illinois Elks Children's Care Corporation SCHOLARSHIPS 
The application will remain online until March 6, 2026.  

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than March 10, 
2026 and delivered to the Illinois Elks Children's Care Corp. Office 
at 1201 N. Main St. Chatham, Il. 62629. Applications should no 
longer be delivered or mailed to the lodge. 

Spreading Holiday Cheer with CIP Grants 

Around the holidays, it’s easy to imagine being in a town like Who-
ville: a place where every lamppost is dressed and the Whoville 
band marches in their Christmasy best, where holiday cheer and 
whimsy are a way of life. While this town from How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas may be fictional, one Elks Lodge is turning its own 
version of Whoville into a reality. 

Using a Beacon Grant from the Community Investments Program 
worth $4,000, Westminster, Md., Lodge No. 2277 partners with a 
local nonprofit organization to host a Christmas giving event. The 
organization, Live Hope Laugh, is dedicated to making an impact 
on the lives of children and teenagers who live with chronic illness-
es. Together, the two have hosted the event at the Westminster 
Lodge for 10 years. 

“These families, in dealing with their children's illnesses, struggle to 
make ends meet on a daily basis,” says Grants Coordinator Christi-
na Landsman. “During the holidays, it is more difficult to show and 
give their children a festive holiday that all children deserve.” 

When community members enter the Lodge’s backyard at the start 
of the event, they immediately step into another world: a Christmas 
town with lights, wrapping paper, inflatables, s’mores, Santa 
Claus—and even the Grinch! They are also treated to a magic show, 
a DJ set, and plenty of delicious holiday food. 

But, the magic of the Christmas town isn’t the only way the Lodge 
helps spread holiday cheer. While the children keep the Grinch at 
bay, Lodge members sneak away to the parking lot and load every 
car with gift baskets. Including food and presents from each fami-
ly’s individualized wish list, like sheets, bedding, socks, clothes, 
and school supplies, these gift baskets are the perfect way to send 
families home with hearts that have grown three sizes. 

Last year, more than 300 people from 100 families were served at 
the event. This year, the Lodge expects to help even more people 
with the help of approximately 50 Lodge members. 

“This event shows the community that there are organizations and 
people who they can turn to in times of need,” says Landsman. 

It may not be Whoville, but with its Beacon Grant, the Westminster 
Lodge is spreading holiday cheer and making meaningful differ-
ences in the lives of its neighbors. Not every Lodge can create their 
own Christmas town, but no matter the project or the time of year, 
Elks are always there for their community. 

Guys, having trouble doing 
anything right during the holidays? 
Don’t fret; men have been getting 
nagged every Christmas season 
since the very beginning. In fact it’s 
recorded for all posterity - The 
Bible said even Mary rode Joseph's 
ass all the way to Jerusalem. 

https:/elksscholars.tumblr.com
https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/Legacy.cfm
https://www.illinoiselksccc.org/scholarships.html


 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

1 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

2 3 

  Euchre 6:30 pm 

4 5 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

6         

7 
 

8 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

9 

 

10 

Volunteer 10 AM  
Food Pantry 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

11 

 
 

12  
 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

13   

14 
 

15 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

16 

House Com & 
BOD meeting 

7 pm 

17 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

18 

 

19 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

20 
Bid Euchre 7pm 

 

21    
    

 

22                           

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

23 

 

24 

 

 26 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

27 
 

 28  
 

 
 

29 

Euchre 6:30 pm  

30 31 

 

   
 

December Bears 
Games—7th noon @ 
Packers; 14th noon vs 
Browns; 20th vs 
Packers,  TBD 

JOLIET ELKS CALENDAR FOR January, 2026 

 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Breakfast  
w/ Santa 

9-noon 

 ELKS 
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 

1 PM 

Noon – 5  

JOLIET ELKS CALENDAR FOR December, 2025 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

 

  

 

1 

 

2 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

3 
 

 

4           vs 
 
 
TBD 

5 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

6 
 

7 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

8 

 

9 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

10 
 
 
 

11 
IEA EAST 

DISTRICT MTG 
10 am 
Joliet 

12 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

13 
  

14 

Volunteer 10 AM  
Food Pantry 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

15 

 

16 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

17 
Bid Euchre 7pm 

     

18 
 

19 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

20 
House  & 

BOD meeting 
7 pm 

21   

Euchre 6:30 pm 

22 23 

Queen of 
Hearts 7:30 

24 
     

25  26 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

27 28 
 
Euchre 6:30 pm 

29 30 
Queen of 

Hearts 7:30 

31 
 

I was on the subway, sitting on a newspaper, and a guy comes 
over and asks ‘Are you reading that?" I didn’t know what to say. So 
I said yes; stood up, turned the page, and sat down again. 



 

 

Fred C. Dames 
FUNERAL HOMES  

741-5500 

Over 150 years of Family Service  

 

Ricky & Donna Gray 
Brokers/Realtors 

Ricky   815.955.2705 

Donna  815.955.2706 

thegrayteamsells@gmail.com 

www.thegrayteamsells.com 

      

OLIN AGENCY 

    INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS 

   815 SHERWOOD PLACE, JOLIET   815-722-0276 

Greg R. Olin - Dan Merriman - Steven Olin 

 greg@olininsurance.com 

Call  
Before  
You Dig 

Your ad here 
 

Call the Lodge for more information 

 
 
 
 
 

BANQUET FACILITIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Any of Your Banquet Needs 

Seating up to 225 People 

Catering Available from 176 West— 

from appetizers to sit down dinners 

For more information call Debra  (708) 990-1766 

 Rehearsal Dinners 

 Wedding Receptions 

 Dinner Parties 

 Dinner Meetings 

 Birthdays 

 Fundraiser Outings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Veterans and their family members can call, text, or chat 24/7/365. 
24/7 support hotline for Veterans in crisis and their supporters. 

Remember 
the Lodge has Video Gaming.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come on out and try your luck. 

 

When I was a kid our 

Christmases were very poor; 

we couldn’t afford tinsel.  

We had to wait for grandpa 

to sneeze. 

 


