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A  word From your EXALTED RULER 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Welcome to August! I hope everyone had a wonderful and exciting 
4th of July. I know I did! 

It is that time of year again for our Grand Lodge Convention, and 
what a time it was! The energy and excitement were phenomenal. 
Congratulations to our new Grand Exalted Ruler for 2026–2027, 
Timothy F. Jaeger, of Napa, California Lodge No. 832! His theme for 
the year is “Ready Elks—Let’s Go!” 

Speaking of getting ready, mark your calendars for Saturday, 
September 12, beginning at 1:00 p.m., for our Family Day/
Membership Drive! 

We will have hamburgers and hot dogs, and we ask everyone to bring 
a dish to pass. We will also have a DJ/Karaoke, music, dancing, and 
plenty of fun and games for both kids and adults! This is a great 
opportunity to have a wonderful time, bring your friends, and invite 
others to come out and see what the B.P.O.E. is all about! 

This event is open to everyone! 

We need volunteers to help make this event a 
success. If you are available to help, please 
contact me or any of our officers. As Elks, our 
Lodge depends on each and every one of us to 
help spread the word and get involved. Everyone 
is welcome! 

We are always looking for officers, volunteers, 
new ideas, new candidates for membership, and greater Lodge 
participation. Together, we can continue to make our Lodge strong 
and successful. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Lodge! 

GOD BLESS! 

      Debra Bruno-Nevin, PER  
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           QUEEN OF HEARTS:  

 6-19-26: Larry Burns, PDDGER, # 33 (3 OF CLUBS) 

 6-26-26: Penny Burns, PDDGER, # 46 ( 8 of spades) 

 7-3-26: Jan Flint # 39 (QUEEN OF HEARTS) 

 7-10-26: Penny Burns, PDDGER # 46 ( 4 of hearts) 

 7-17-26: Jan Flint #13 (3 of clubs) 

The Joliet Elks Lodge #296 Newsletter is a monthly newsletter distributed electronically and in limited print to its membership, district 
lodges, and state association officers. This publication brings invaluable articles of interest to and for our lodge members and families. 
Throughout the year, features include news and events, information from Grand Lodge and information on social gatherings.  

Members with 35 Years of membership 
Tom Baskerville  

www.elks.org/register 

Hot Dogs & Burgers WILL BE PROVIDED 
Admission is free with a dish to pass— 

          If your last name begins with:   
 A—G    Bring a delicious Hot Dish 
               H—R    Bring an appetizing Salad 
 S—Z     Bring a tasty Dessert 

September 12th 
Lodge Family Day 

1-4 pm 
Bring a Dish to Pass 

 

ww.elks.org/register
http://www.elks.org/register


 

 

 

 

 

August is ENF Fidelity Club month. The Fidelity Club recognizes 
donors  to the Elks National Foundation who make an automatic 
monthly donation. To learn more visit elks.org//Fidelity Club. 

At the 2025-26 National Convention it was reported that the Elks 
donated to charitable causes in an amount equivalent to 
$544,678,484.13; which included 12,708,325 hours of time, and 
48,776.582 miles of travel. 

 
 
 

Friday August 14th 7:00 pm 
Please arrive by 6:30 to get your table and something to drink. We 
have a good selection of both in the Lounge. Come with your own 
team or feel free to join one of the teams that are already here. All 
members and their guests are welcome. Last month’s winners were 
the Blue W. They brought all their smarter members! 

 

2 Tom Orlando 
3 John Koerner 
8 David Goodale 
 Bill Spratt 
9 Teena Mackey 

 10 Joyce Devito 
 John Wilson 
11 George Sater 

13 Tom Roedel      
15 William Davis 
17   Shirley Jolley 
19 Matt Forneris 
20 Barb Schoppe 
21 Jonathan Medley  
24 Enzio Mannaioni 
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Editor reserves the right to edit the submissions for Grammar, Punctuation, and Content as space allows. 

Exalted Ruler……………………...Debra Bruno-Nevin PER 
Est. Leading Knight…………………….Karen Johnson PER 
Est. Loyal Knight…………………………………Dan Ward 
Est. Lecturing Knight……………………………Ricky Gray 
Secretary……………………….Mark Bump PER, PDDGER 
Treasurer…………………………………………....Jan Flint 
Tiler…………………………………………..Claire Annette  
Esquire………………………………………...Stanley Cupp 
Chaplain………………………………………….Lori Bump 
Inner Guard………………………………..……Anna Conda 

Trustee (2027)………………...Larry Burns PER, PDDGER 
Trustee (2028)…………………..…..……….....Andy Lopez 
Trustee (2029)…………………Jacqueline DiVecchio-Tyler 
Trustee (2030)…….…………………………....Chris Marry 
Trustee (2031)……………..…Penny Burns PER, PDDGER 
Board of Directors Chair………………………..Ricky Gray 
P.E.R. President…………………..Debra Bruno-Nevin PER 
Editor……………………………. Jeff Sterr PER PDDGER 
Casting Director…...……………….....………Daisy Dukes 
Very Temporary Assistant Editor…..…..……..Tish Hughes  

2026-2027 Lodge #296  Officers 

Lodge Information 

Office Hours: M-F 9am-12pm 

Lounge Hours: Mon, Wed. 4pm to 10pm 

Tuesday , Thursday -CLOSED;  

Friday & Saturday 4-11 

Phone # : 815-744-3355 

Address: 250 SE Frontage Rd., Joliet, IL 60431 

Email: elks296@att.net 

Website: http://wwwjolietelks.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Joliet-ElksLodge-296 

Ray Magee, Pontiac #1019– District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler  

Elks Website: www.elks.org 

Illinois Elks Association: http://www.illinoiselks.org 

Illinois Elks Children’s Care: www.illinoiselksccc.org 

For lodge updates as it relates to lodge functions, check out the 
lodge website and/or Facebook page. 

SECRETARY'S MESSAGE:  

Please ensure your dues are current to 
maintain your status as a member in good 
standing, which provides access to the lodge 
and all its events. If you think you have paid 
your dues and have not received your 
membership card, please contact me to let me 
know. 

To our members, Please Remember: 1) You 
have a suggestion, please get involved in a committee. 2) You have 
a complaint. Please go to a meeting or contact a lodge officer. 3) Do 
you have ideas that could help make your lodge better? Consider 
running for an lodge officer position. 

NEGAVIVITY will NEVER solve issues! Lets stay positive, 
practice understanding and always just be nice!! Remember Lodge 
meeting and Board of Directors meetings are open to all members 
in good standing, and we are looking forward to seeing you at the 
next lodge meeting!! 

REMEMBER: It's easy to complain. But it's a lot more productive 
to help come up with a solution! 

Why do I say this? Because "little birdies" do whisper in my ear 
time-to-time due to me being a 2x time PDDGER. 

REMEMBER: We have to work together to get want we want!! 

In Closing: Whether you're coming with family, friends or fellow 
Elks, we'd love to see you for a relaxing evening at the lodge!!  

                                 Mark Bump, PDDGER 

Not Registered at Elks.org? 

If you're an Elk but don't yet have an Elks.org password, you 
can click here to register for online access. 

Forgot your username or password? 

Please click here to reset your account. 

https://www.elks.org/enf/FidelityClub.cfm?form=FC
mailto:elks296@att.net
http://wwwjolietelks.com
http://www.facebook.com/Joliet-ElksLodge-296
http://www.elks.org
http://www.illinoiselks.org
http://www.illinoiselksccc.org
https://www.elks.org/members/tos.cfm?register
https://www.elks.org/members/password.cfm


 

 

MEMBERSHIP-MONTHLY REPORT 

JOLIET ELKS LODGE #296 

Membership as of 4-1-26: 178 
Membership as of 6-16-26:179 
Delinquent as of 6-16-26: 39 

LODGE MEETING NIGHT 
JACKPOT 

Oddly enough, the  Jackpot drawings occur on 
Lodge meeting nights.  

Winning holder of 50/50 ticket  eligible to 
draw for the Jackpot. Winner must be present at the meeting.  

Editor Wanted 
Looking for anyone to fill the position of editor. No 
experience necessary; some spelling competence 
helpful but obviously not essential. Must be able to 
type with tongue in cheek without biting same. 

Knowledge of what bulls do after eating helpful; ability to 
completely stretch the truth useful; capacity to make up articles on 
the fly imperative. No need to apply in person, but some signs of 
life required. Let Debra know you’re interested. 

Fred C. Dames 
FUNERAL HOMES  

741-5500 

Over 150 years of Family Service  

 

Ricky & Donna Gray 
Brokers/Realtors 

Ricky   815.955.2705 

Donna  815.955.2706 

thegrayteamsells@gmail.com 

www.thegrayteamsells.com 

      

OLIN AGENCY 

    INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS 

   815 SHERWOOD PLACE, JOLIET   815-722-0276 

Greg R. Olin - Dan Merriman - Steven Olin 

 greg@olininsurance.com 

Call  
Before  
You Dig 

Your ad here 
 

Call the Lodge for more information 

 
 
 
 
 

BANQUET FACILITIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Any of Your Banquet Needs 

Seating up to 225 People 

Catering Available from 176 West— 

from appetizers to sit down dinners 

For more information call Debra  (708) 990-1766 

 Rehearsal Dinners 

 Wedding Receptions 

 Dinner Parties 

 Dinner Meetings 

 Birthdays 

 Fundraiser Outings 

QUEEN OF HEARTS JACKPOT DRAWING  

Every Friday night @7:30 pm. Members in good standing and 
spouses only. Purchase tickets throughout the week from the bar-
tenders, $5/per ticket or 3 tickets for $10. Winner does not have to 
be present to win. 

If quizzes are quizzical,  
what are tests? 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

   

   1    Happy Hour  

              5-7 

 

2   District    
     Meeting  
    Oak Lawn    
  #2254 10 am  

3 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

4 

 

5  

Euchre 6:30 pm 

6 

 
 

7    Happy Hour 
            5-7 

Karaoke! 7:33 
Queen of Hearts 

7:30 

8    Happy Hour  

            5-7 

 

9 
 

10 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

11 

 

12  Volunteer  
        10 AM  

Food Pantry 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

13 

 

14  
 
Queen of Hearts 

7:30 

15   Happy Hour  

              5-7 

Bid Euchre 7pm 
 

16 
    

 

17                           

Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

18 

House Com & 
BOD meeting 

7 pm 

19 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

20 21 Happy Hour 
            5-7 

Karaoke! 7:33 
Queen of Hearts 

7:30 

22  Happy Hour  

            5-7 
 

 23 
 

 
 

30 

24 Euchre  

6:30 pm 

 

31 

25 26 

 Euchre 6:30 pm 

 

27 28 Happy Hour  5
-7 

Queen of Hearts 
7:30 

  Karaoke! 7:33         

29  Happy Hour  

            5-7 
 

JOLIET ELKS CALENDAR FOR August, 2026 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

3 4  Hapy Our  5-7 
Queen of Hearts 

7:30 
  Karaoke! 7:33         

5 

6    7 

LODGE 
CLOSED 

Labor Day! 

8 
 

9 

Volunteer 10 AM  
Food Pantry 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

9 
 

11 
 
Queen of Hearts 

7:30 

12      Family  
Appreciation Day 

1-4 

13 
 

14 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

15 
House  & 

BOD meeting 
7 pm  

16 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

17 

 

18  Happy Hour 
            5-7 

Karaoke! 7:33 
Queen of Hearts 

7:30 

19    DD VISIT 

Bid Euchre 7pm 

Happy Hour 5-7 
     

20 
 

21 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

22  
 

23 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

24  IEA  
Fall         

Meeting 

25 Happy Hour 
            5-7 

Karaoke! 7:33 
Queen of Hearts 

7:30 

26  Happy Hour 5-7 
     

27   

IEA Fall 
Meeting 

 

28 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

29 30 

Euchre 6:30 pm 

   

JOLIET ELKS CALENDAR FOR September, 2026 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

Don't argue with an idiot; people watching may 
not be able to tell the difference.  

If a turtle doesn't have a shell, is 
he homeless or naked? 


