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2026 - 2027 Lodge #197 Awards

EIK OF thie YEaI ...ttt et ettt e bbbt bbb s s seens Dakota Carrington
OffiCEr OF The YEAT .. e ittt e st Tim Cronin
Citizen of the Year..... Jimmy Butler
VOIUNEEET O the YEAI ... ittt et Barrett Sims

2026 - 2027 Lodge #197 Officers

EXQIEA RUIBT ..ottt sttt s s e b s et e s et e b s Abbe Toler
Secretary.... .Donna A. Moore
THRASUNET ettt st cae st e st eb et s b e bbbt b St b seb bbb bbbt enab s Tim Cronin
Esteemed Leading KNIGht.......cccc.iieiieiirieiiieet ettt es et e s s e sebenes Shannon McCann

Esteemed Loyal Knight.........cc.couu....
Esteemed Lecturing Knight
ESQUIre. ..o e
Chaplain.

Patrick Savage
...................................................... Chris Davis
........................................ Stephen Brandtner
Elizabeth Brandtner
.Carol Adkins
........ Stephanie Walters

Trustees
Matt Wynn, PDDGER, PER, Ann Harwood, Matt Webb, Jim Batey, PER, Josh Walters

Editor
Amy Wilhelm
elks197news@gmail.cOm
*All newsletter submissions are due no later than the 20th of the preceding month.*
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From Our €xalted Ruler

Investing in Our Future: Roanoke Elks
Youth Programs Shine

At Roanoke Lodge #197, our commitment to
youth is stronger than ever—and this year, we
are proud to celebrate a remarkable mile-
stone. Through the generosity and dedication
of our

members, we have awarded an incredible $30,000 in scholar-
ships to deserving students in our community. These scholar-
ships are more than financial support—they are an invest-
ment in the leaders of tomorrow.

But our work with youth doesn’t stop there. As we look ahead
to the coming months, we are excited to offer several engag-
ing and meaningful opportunities for children in our communi-
ty.

In 2 weeks we will be sending 40 young people to our
“Virginia Elks Youth Camp”. This week long adventure will
include archery, fishing, nature walks and much more at no
cost to their

families.

This fall, we invite all youth ages 8-13 to participate in two of
our most beloved programs: the Elks Hoop Shoot Free Throw
Contest and the Americanism Essay Contest. These programs
promote confidence, sportsmanship, creativity, and a deeper
appreciation for our nation’s values. Look for more infor-
mation and registration forms this fall.

At Roanoke Elks Lodge #197, we believe that by nurturing our
youth today, we are building a brighter tomorrow. We look
forward to seeing our young people learn, grow, and thrive
through

these outstanding programs.

Elks Care, Elks Share,
Abbe Toler, Exalted Ruler
Roanoke Elks Lodge #197

JULY 2026 At A Glance

July 1: Trivia Night-7:00
July 2: Bowling with Veterans (Lee Hi Lanes)-10:00

July 4: Independence Day Celebration Day Music by DJ Chuck
Evening Music by 5 Shades of Gray

July7: PER Meeting- 6:00
Maintenance committee Meeting- 6:00

July 9: Emalee Peterson Hall Memorial Blood Drive -1-6

July 14: Lodge Meeting-7:30

July 15: Trivia - 7:00

July 18: Adult Swim - 6:00 Music by: DJ Chuck
Bring 3 bottles of shampoo 120z or more and bring a guest
for free...This offer is good for July 19th too.

July 22: Book Club - The Mother-Daughter Book Club by:
Susan Patterson and James Patterson - 6:00

July 24: Music by: Doug and Robin Settles

July 27: Orientation - New Members - 6:30

July 28: Lodge Meeting - 7:30 (Initiation)

July 29: Trivia - 7:00

Save the Date: August 1st - First Responders’ Day - 1 - 4 Bring your First
Responder family members and friends. First Responders will receive a
free meal. Check Facebook for details.

*Adult Swim Nights take place on the third Saturday of the month. During
each Adult Swim Night, we’ll be collecting donations of various items to
support families in need. Sip, dip, and give!

o Fmalee Peterson Hall Memorial
~ Red Cross Blood Drive: 7/9, 1-6 =7

Open to the public! Walk-ins welcome!

To schedule an appointment, go to red-
crossblood.org and use keyword “elks197”. A couple
of volunteers are needed 12pm-1pm that day to
help Red Cross unload & set up.

Contact Tony Koliba (540) 330-6208

Our Scorecard: Since 07/2022, our Lodge has
collected 1042 pints helping 3126 people in need.
Thanks to all participants and volunteers!

July Food Specials

July 1
Tuna Sub & Chips - Freshly made tuna salad served on a
sub roll with a side of crispy chips. $13
July 4
Pulled Pork Sandwich - Slow-cooked pulled pork topped
with coleslaw, served with chips. $14
July 14
Reuben Sandwich & Chips - Corned beef, Swiss cheese,
sauerkraut, and Thousand Island dressing grilled on rye
bread, served with chips. $13
July 15
Wing Night Special - Wings just 60¢ each! Available in or-
ders of 10.
July 28
Homestyle Meatloaf Dinner - Served with creamy mashed
potatoes and green beans. $14
July 29
Shepherd's Pie - A hearty classic served with toast. $15




July 2026
FlK of the Mmonth

July 2026

VYeteran’®s Salute

Matt Powell, a four-year Elk, is our
July Elk of the Month.

Matt has been putting his building

(g skills to work helping with the ongo-
ii&==4 ing pool room renovation and played

a key role in getting the kitchen and snack bar area ready for

pool season.

There is no Elk who loves the pool more than Matt—he stares it
down wistfully all winter, waiting for opening day. Matt is a fa-
miliar face at the Tiki Bar year-round and enjoys a good game
of pool

on Sundays.

If you don't already know, he’s also an excellent musician.
Look him up on Apple Music or check to see when he’s playing
around town. | highly recommend “A Whiskey Shot Closer”—it
will speak to quite a few Elks!

Matt is also an avid pickleball player. Just don’t ask him how
often | beat up on him on the court.

Congratulations, Matty Ice! We love you and appreciate all you
do for our Lodge.

- Lauren Sprouse

Honoring a Lifetime of Service:

for his extraordinary dedication to serving our na-

i tion. His military career began with five years of

" active-duty service in the United States Navy, fol-
lowed by two years in the Naval Reserve. During this time, he
proudly participated in Operation Desert Storm, contributing to a
pivotal mission during an important chapter in our nation's history.

After receiving an Honorable Discharge from the Navy, Kent con-
tinued his commitment to military service by joining the United
States Army. He served in both active-duty and reserve compo-
nents, demonstrating unwavering dedication, leadership, and a
strong sense of duty throughout his military career.

In total, Kent completed 28 years of military service, faithfully sup-
porting and defending the United States. His remarkable record
reflects the values of service, sacrifice, and patriotism that inspire
our community and exemplify the principles of Elkdom.

Elks Lodge 197 extends its heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to
Kent Blackburn for his many years of honorable service to our
country. His commitment and sacrifice serve as an example for
future generations and are a source of pride for our Lodge and
community.

Amy Wilhelm
Editor

© Book Club will Meet on July 22nd at
6:00 to discus:
N Lg.-A The Mother-Daughter Book Club by
‘93001( CLUB@ Susan Patterson and James Patterson.
0359@%@

~Carol Adkins 540.353.5959
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Grand Exalted Ruler

The message of the Grand Exalted Ruler,
Bryan Klatt, is available in the Elks monthly
magazine and on the Grand Lodge web site:
wwuw.elks.org

Swim Team

Elks Swim Team 2026 is doing great. We have over 100 swim-
mers this season and are making the Lodge proud at our meets.

Elks will host one swim meet in July, on the 13th at 6pm. Meets
are free and open for anyone to attend.

We will end the season in Lynchburg for the City County Swim
meet on July 24 - 25.

Elks Swim, Elks Win!

ITEMS NEEDED FOR VETERANS

Recently, it was identified that the inpatient mental health unit of the VA
could benefit from a clothes closet. Some veterans arrive with limited cloth-
ing, and the goal is to provide them with street clothes during their stay,
instead of hospital pajamas. Since it can take time for families to bring
items, having a clothes closet would offer quicker access to necessary cloth-
ing. All items must be new.

Below is a list of requested items and specific restrictions for the unit:

Shoes:

Allowed: Wide-strapped sandals (e.g. Crocs), slip on shoes, Velcro lace
shoes

Not Allowed: Shoes with laces, hard soled shoes

Already available: Socks

Shirts:

Allowed: Long/short-sleeve button-up, Long/short sleeve cotton shirts
Not allowed: Shirts with full zippers or string, hoodies

Already available: white t-shirts, sweatshirts

Pants:

Allowed: Pants that button (can have a zipper), jogger pants without a
drawstring or elastic that can be pulled out

Not Allowed: Pants with drawstring, elastic that can be removed

Undergarments:
New and in the original packaging: Male and female underwear, female bras
without underwire

Other Items:
Composition notebooks (no staples, or wire binding), reading glasses available
at stores like Dollar Tree, TJ Maxx, or Goodwill)

We are looking for a variety of sizes to meet the needs of both men and
women on the unit.

Thank you. I have placed some containers in the lobby to serve as a collec-
tion point and will coordinate getting them to the VA.
~Joe Handerhan
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ALL®STAR

; woanoke, vinginia, ¥ dince /993

540 344 0300

Store@AlIStarimpressions.net
621 Townside Road 24014

Eric Danielsen
Cell: 540 527 3742

HAIR BY

Linda Lambert - Formerly of Salon Associates

1147 Persinger Road

Roanoke, VA 24015
(Lower Level Elks Lodge #197)

940-986-5638
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Experts in Lea

ERIENDLY,

Plastic & Vinyl Restoration

Jim & Angela Batey

Fibrenew Roanoke

540.556.6035
roanoke@fibrenew.com
fibrenew.com/roanoke

~Coach Katie
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CARRINGTON
REAL ESTATE

540.632.5023
MKB, REALTORS®

DAKOTA
CARRINGTON g

PREMIERE | [real |
B=

ROBERT KERN
REALTOR®

CELL: 949.606.3085

OFFICE: 949.554.2888
RKERN@premiere-regional.com
LIC #01206720
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CLEANING

‘We clean vinyl,
decks, docks,
gutters
and concrete

And seal and
_protect all wood.

© (540) 366-8811

- Wainwright
wll By & Co. - REALTORS
Angela Batey

REALTOR Website: www. waimwrighteo.com
Cell: 540-353-7138 hitps:/www.facebook.com/angelabateyrealtor
Wainwright & Co. - Realtors

1202 Blectric Rd 5alem, VA 24153

Licensed REALTOR® in the Commonwealth of VA

Thank you for the opportunity to help you in alf your Real Estate needs!

Bill Morse
Loan Originator
NMLS 117604

Primel.endingm

Mobile (540) 525-2050

Office (540) 613-6515

Fax (877) 719-1721
bill.morse@primelending.com
lo.primelending.com/bill.morse
3130 Chaparral Dr, Bldg B, Suite 206
Roanoke, VA 24018

Home Loans Made Simple PrimeLending NMLS 13649 %




