
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

      1 
First Responders 
Day (see insert) 
Music By: 
Troublesome Blues 
Band 

2 3 
Closed 

4 
6pm 
PER Meeting 
6pm 
Maintenance 
Committee 

5 
7pm 
Trivia Night 

6 
10am 
Bowling w Vets 
Lee Hi Lanes 

7 8 

9 10 
Closed 

11 
7:30pm 
Lodge Meeting 

12 13 
1pm - 6pm 
Emalee Peterson 
Hall Memorial 
Blood Drive 

14 15 
6pm 
Adult Swim 
DJ Chuck 

16 17 
6pm 
Eat at BWW 

18 19 
7pm 
Trivia Night 

20 21 22 

23 
 
 
_____________ 
30 

24 
6:30pm  
Orientation 
_____________ 
31 

25 
7:30pm 
Lodge Meeting 
Initiation 

26 
6pm 
Book Club:  
The Road to 
Tender Hearts 
Annie Hartlett 

27 28 29 

 
Thank You, Elks National Founda-

tion! 
 
Our Lodge is sincerely grateful to the Elks National Foundation 
for awarding the following grants to support our community 
service efforts: 

• Freedom Grant – $1,000 to support the Veterans Stand 
Down Program 

• Beacon Grant – $6,500 to support our Toys for Tots Drive 

• Gratitude Grant – $4,000 to support our Community Food 
Drive 

 
These grants allow our Lodge to make a meaningful difference 
by serving veterans, families, and neighbors in need. 
 

• Please consider making a donation to the Elks National 
Foundation. Your support helps make grants like these pos-
sible, allowing Lodges across the country to continue serv-
ing their communities. 

 

• For more information, visit elks.org/enf to set up a monthly 
donation. Monthly giving helps our Lodge earn additional 
points toward future grant opportunities, allowing us to 
continue expanding our impact in the community. 

 
Thank you, Elks National Foundation, for your generosity and 
for helping our Lodge serve those who need it most! 
 
Questions? Contact Kim Thomas at kdje2013@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
Sip, Dip and Give: On the 15th and the 16th bring at least 3 bot-
tles of dish soap (approximately 20oz each) to the gate and get 
one free guest into the pool.  
 
Save the date: September 5th at 6pm - Howl at the Harvest 
Moon. Music by: Doug and Robin Settles 
 

Grand Exalted Ruler 
 

The message of the Grand Exalted Ruler, Timo-
thy F. Jaeger, can be found in the monthly Elks 
Magazine at the Grand Lodge website, elks.org 

August 2026 

From Our Exalted Ruler 
 
 
Elks National Convention Report 
Chicago, Illinois — July 2026 
 
The 2026 Elks National Convention in Chicago 

was an inspiring gathering celebrating our accomplishments, 
conducting business, and strengthening our Brotherhood. 
 
A key highlight was the installation of Timothy F. Jaeger as 
Grand Exalted Ruler. His theme, “Ready Elks… Let’s Go,” set an 
energetic tone for the year ahead. District Deputies were also 
installed, including our own Mark Puckett. 
 
Four resolutions were approved, providing clarification to 
existing policies. The resolutions are on file with the Secretary. 
The convention also featured a powerful speech by Most Val-
uable Student scholarship recipient Elijah Borjan, whose mes-
sage was both heartfelt and inspiring. 
 
Membership growth continues to be a bright spot, with five 
consecutive years of increases and 65,000 new members na-
tionwide. Virginia ranked 13th in growth, adding over 90 
members. 
 
A visit to the Elks National Memorial, celebrating its 100th 
anniversary, was especially meaningful. The memorial stands 
as a lasting tribute to veterans and reflects the core principles 
of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity. 
 
The convention also provided valuable opportunities for fel-
lowship and connection with Elks from across the country. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to represent our Lodge at this 
year’s National Convention. It was truly an honor. 
 
Elks Care! Elks Share! 
Abbe Toler 
Exalted Ruler 
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Emalee Peterson Hall Memorial 
Red Cross Blood Drive:  8/13,  1-6 
Open to the public! Walk-ins welcome! 
To schedule an appointment, go to red-

crossblood.org and use keyword “elks197”. Volun-
teers are always welcome 12pm-1pm that day to 

help Red Cross unload & set up. 
Contact Tony Koliba (540) 330-6208 

Our Scorecard: Since 07/2022, our Lodge has 
collected 1064 pints helping 3192 people in need. 

Thanks to all participants and volunteers! 
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2026 - 2027 Lodge #197 Awards 
Elk of the Year.………..……….…..……….…………………………………………...………………….…..Dakota Carrington 
Officer of the Year……..………………….……………………………………..…………………...…...……..………Tim Cronin 
Citizen of the Year………..……….……………………………………………..……………………….…….……...Jimmy Butler 
Volunteer of the Year……………………………………..……………………………………………..………...…..Barrett Sims 
 
2026 - 2027 Lodge #197 Officers 
Exalted Ruler…………………………………..………………………….……….……….………………………………...Abbe Toler 
Secretary…………………………………………..……………………………………………..…………………….Donna A. Moore 
Treasurer……………………………………………...……………….…….……………….…….………………………....Tim Cronin 
Esteemed Leading Knight……………………….……………………...……………………...…………….Shannon McCann  
Esteemed Loyal Knight………………………………………………………………………………....…………..Patrick Savage  
Esteemed Lecturing Knight……………………….…………………….……………...…………………...…….....Chris Davis  
Esquire……………………………………………………….……..………………..................................Stephen Brandtner  
Chaplain…………………………………………………………...……………………………..…………….…Elizabeth Brandtner   
Tiler……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………….…….....Carol Adkins 
Inner Guard…………………………………………………………………………………………………........Stephanie Walters 
 
Trustees 
Matt Wynn, PDDGER, PER,  Ann Harwood, Matt Webb, Jim Batey, PER,  Josh Walters 
 
Editor 
Amy Wilhelm 
elks197news@gmail.c0m 

*All newsletter submissions are due no later than the 20th of the preceding month.* 

 
The book club will meet at 6pm on August 
26 to discuss : 
The Road to Tender Hearts  
By: Annie Hartlett. 



ITEMS NEEDED FOR VETERANS 
 
Recently, it was identified that the inpatient mental health unit of the VA 

could benefit from a clothes closet. Some veterans arrive with limited cloth-
ing, and the goal is to provide them with street clothes during their stay, 
instead of hospital pajamas. Since it can take time for families to bring 
items, having a clothes closet would offer quicker access to necessary cloth-
ing. All items must be new. 

 
Below is a list of requested items and specific restrictions for the unit: 
 
Shoes: 
Allowed: Wide-strapped sandals (e.g. Crocs), slip on shoes, Velcro lace 

shoes 
Not Allowed: Shoes with laces, hard soled shoes 
Already available: Socks 
 
Shirts: 

Allowed: Long/short-sleeve button-up, Long/short sleeve cotton shirts 
Not allowed: Shirts with full zippers or string, hoodies 
Already available: white t-shirts, sweatshirts 
 
Pants: 

Allowed: Pants  that button (can have a zipper), jogger pants without a 
drawstring or elastic that can be pulled out 
Not Allowed: Pants with drawstring, elastic that can be removed 
 
Undergarments: 

New and in the original packaging: Male and female underwear, female bras 
without underwire 
 
Other Items: 
Composition notebooks (no staples, or wire binding), reading glasses available 

at stores like Dollar Tree, TJ Maxx, or Goodwill) 
 
We are looking for a variety of sizes to meet the needs of both men and 
women on the unit. 
 

Thank you. I have placed some containers in the lobby to serve as a collec-
tion point and will coordinate getting them to the VA. 

~Joe Handerhan 

For now, the Veterans' Salute section has been put on hold due to a 
lack of participation. 
 
We'd love to bring it back! If you're a veteran, or you have a friend or 
family member who is a veteran and would like to share their story 
in the newsletter, please contact BT Butler at 540.537.5178, 
B1bigtime9@yahoo.com or email the editor at 
elks197news@gmail.com. 
 
We'd also love to hear your ideas for making the Veterans' Salute 
section even better. Please send your suggestions to 
elks197news@gmail.com. 
 
Parade of Heroes Info: The Parade of Heroes is in Washington DC on 
November 8. We will go up on the 6th. Please sign up by August 15 so 
we can get an accurate headcount. To register or for more info con-
tact BT Butler at 540.537.5178.  
 
Bowling with Vets: August 8 at 10am - Lee-Hi Lanes 

We are pleased to recognize Colleen Quigley 
Miles as our Elk of the Month for August. 
 
Originally from upstate New York, Colleen has 
been a proud Elk for 10 years. She is married to 
Tom and is the proud mother of Kenzie, 13, an 
accomplished lacrosse player. 

 
Colleen serves as the Director of Counseling Services at Roanoke 
College and is a valued member of our Safety Committee. She de-
veloped our safety protocols and staff presentation, sharing her 
expertise and dedication with our Elk family. 
 
Known for her warm personality, great sense of humor, and gen-
erous spirit, Colleen is always willing to help and make a differ-
ence.  
 
In her free time, she enjoys reading, cooking, and spending time 
with friends and family. 
 
Congratulations, Colleen! We are grateful for your commitment, 
contributions, and the positive impact you make within our Elk 
family. 
 
~Marty McCarthy 

August 2026 

Veterans Corner 

Pool                     News 

August 2026 

Elk of the Month 

 
POOL HOURS 

 
Monday: Closed 
 
Tuesday: 11 - 7 
 
Wednesday: 11 - 9 
 
Thursday: 11- 9 
 
Friday: 11 - 9 
 
Saturday: 9:30 - 9 
 
Sunday: 9:30 - 8 
 

Attention School Teachers 
 
Elks Lodge 197 is aware that our school teachers often spend mon-
ey out of their own pockets to cover supplies and additional teach-
ing aids for their students. If you are a Lodge 197 member or 
spouse of a member, we want to help with these expenses!  
Why?? Because Elks Care and Elks Share!!  
SO…You’re getting a bonus!!  
 
Applying is simple - here’s how: 
 
Step 1: Send an email with your name, your membership number 
(this is on your or your spouse’s Elks membership card), name of 
your school, and attach a photo copy of your teacher’s badge to 
the Board of Trustees Chairman, Matt Wynn, at:  
trustees197@yahoo.com. Deadline to apply is September 30th at 
Midnight - No Exceptions.  Matt will reply to verify receipt of your 
entry. 
 
Step 2: Buy your supplies for the classroom and bring in your re-
ceipts to Lodge Treasurer Tim Cronin. 
 
Once verified, we will write you a check for up to $300.00!!! 
Thank you, teachers, for all that you provide for the future of our 
children (and maybe future Elks!!). 
 
~Elks Lodge 197 Trustees (and the entire Lodge!) 

Support Virginia Elks Youth Camp! 
 

Youth Camp Round-Up: The next time you're at the Lodge, consider 
rounding up your tab. Your spare change may seem small, but every 
penny goes directly to support the Virginia Elks Youth Camp and the 
children who attend. 
 
Youth Camp Donation Drive - Now through October 8 
Help us give campers ages 8–13 everything they need for a fun and 
memorable camp experience.  We are collecting the following 
items: 

 Bug spray or bug-repellent 
Bracelets 

 Sunscreen 

 T-shirts 

 Socks 

 Toothpaste 

 Mouthwash 

 Hair ties 

 Small pillows 

 River shoes (water shoes) 

 Board games 

 Playing cards 

 Outdoor games 

 Arts and crafts supplies, 
including bracelet-making 
kits, glue, colored pencils, 
and markers 

 Cabin decorating supplies, 
such as string, tape, and 
other decorating materials 

 

Every donation, helps make camp a special experience for these 
young campers. Thank you for supporting VEYC! 

 
Swim Team 

 
Summer 2026 was a great swim 
season.  We sent 25 swimmers to 
City County!  We may not be the 
biggest team on the deck but we 
are the loudest.   
 
Thank you to Coaches Willie Mae, 
Cullen, Riley. Francis and 
Chris.  Thank you to the Lodge 
for all your support.   
 
We will see everyone next sum-
mer!   
 
Elks Swim, Elks Win!   
~Coach Katie  




