
Get Your Gratitude Grant!  
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Gratitude Grants
• $2,000 grants available to Lodges that meet the GER’s per-member goal for giving to the ENF. 

Lodges where more than 15 percent of its members donated at least $10 to the ENF in 2015-16 
qualify for a bonus of $500.  

• For local, charitable activities that serve community members. 

Promise Grants
• $2,500 grants available to the first 500 Lodges that apply with a qualifying Elks-led youth event. 
• Provide an opportunity for Elks to be positive role models for youth in need.
• CANNOT be a donation of funds or supplies, must have an active component. 

Beacon Grants
• $2,000 grants available to every Lodge.
• For an ongoing, charitable, Elks-driven community project that is new the first time the Lodge 

applies.
• CANNOT be a donation of funds or supplies, must have an active component. 

Impact Grants
• $2,500 to $10,000 grants to run Elks-led service projects in the community.
• CANNOT be used as a large donation of funds or supplies.
• All Lodges welcome to apply to this competitive grant

Freedom Grants
• $2,000 grants awarded to the 200 Lodges whose projects are judged to best serve the needs of 

veterans and/or active-duty military members. 
• Meaningful Elk involvement is strongly encouraged, and increases chances of approval. 



CIP Grant Basics 



CIP Grant Basics 



Gratitude Grant Guidelines 
• Local means your Lodge community. Regional and state projects don’t qualify. 
• Veterans projects must focus on one of five areas of increased need

• employment
• homelessness and housing
• military families
• health
• educational support

• 2016-17 Gratitude Grant Deadline: May 31, 2017 at 11:59 CST
• Grants must be used between when the Lodge applies and July 31, 2017. 
• Grants are not intended to reimburse projects the Lodge has already run. 



Grants Coordinator 

It’s not just the Secretary’s job
• The Lodge Secretary has ability to appoint anyone from the Lodge as a 

Grants Coordinator (with the Exalted Ruler’s approval). 

• Grants Coordinator can access online grant applications through the ENF 
website using their elks.org username and password.

• Coordinator should be computer savvy.

• Lodges can have more than one, and they can be appointed at any time.

• Coordinator should ideally be involved with the grant from start to finish. 

• More information: enf.elks.org/GrantsCoordinator



Online Application 
• $2,000 grants available to all 

Lodges that reach the GER’s 
member goal for giving to the 
ENF. 

• If your Lodge met the 2016-17 
per capita goal of $4.65, you 
have access to the application. 

• 2016-17 Gratitude Grants are 
due May 31, 2017 at 11:59 pm 
CT. 

South Bend, Ind., Lodge No. 235
supports the summer program at St.
Margaret's House. The program helps
children in need have fun, gain proper
nutrition, learn new things, experience
new adventures and build self-esteem.



Online Application 
• Secretaries have automatic 

access through CLMS. 
• Grant Coordinators must be 

appointed online by 
Secretary, with ER’s 
permission. Access is through 
grant webpages. 

Sahuarita, Ariz., Lodge No. 2851 purchased
more equipment for the La Familia softball
team, a program for at-risk girls, after the team’s
batting cage had been vandalized. Elks and La
Familia team members worked together to
rebuild the batting cage and repair the dugout.



Did We Receive the Bonus?
• Every Lodge in which more 

than 15% of its members 
donated $10 or more to the 
ENF in 2015-16 will be 
eligible for a bonus of $500 
when it applies for a 
Gratitude Grant. 

Group hug! Peekskill, N.Y., Lodge No.
744 uses a portion of a Gratitude Grant
to help run a drug awareness program
during a community summer day camp.



Eligibility 
Visit elks.org/ENF/cipParticipation.cfm to check your Lodge’s grant 
activity.

http://www.elks.org/ENF/cipParticipation.cfm


Eligibility 
Visit elks.org/ENF/percapitastandings.cfm to check your Lodge’s total 
donations.

http://www.elks.org/ENF/percapitastandings.cfm


Gratitude Grant Overview 
Can be used for straight donations, but Gratitude Grant projects with Elk  
involvement are so much better! 

Inactive Project—Good for Them Active Project—Better for You

Donation to food bank. Serve a monthly meal to families in need. 

Donation to 6 youth groups. Hold monthly drug-free concerts for at-risk 
youth. 

Donation to restore a city building. Partner with elementary school students to 
hold community clean-up days. 

Donation to veterans group. Participate in a Stand Down, or reach out to 
veterans in need. 

Purchase supplies for fire/police 
department. 

Partner with fire department to host 
Community Safety Days. 



Tips for Quick Approval 
• Enter your contact information 
• Make sure to double check your email address!
• Assign a secondary contact with email! 



Tips for Quick Approval 

• Tell us why your event is charitable. 
– Focus on charity and service. Promotion of the Lodge is great 

but is not the purpose of grants. 
– Focus on what the Lodge intends to do with the grant funds 

only. 



Tips for Quick Approval 

• Focus on how this project will serve community members and 
meet a local need. Include information about the socio-economic 
makeup of your community.  



Tips for Quick Approval 

• Describe how members will be involved with this project.
• Remember—active projects are always better for the Lodge. 



Tips for Quick Approval 

• Measuring success
• What is the end purpose of this project? What does your 

Lodge consider success? Why is this project worth the time 
and money? What community need are you addressing and 
how?

– Increased attendance is one such indicator, improved 
grades etc. 



Tips for Quick Approval 

Be Specific 
• Itemize your expected expenses. 
• The budget should show us that you have a 

plan for the funds, and have considered 
how best to use them.

• Don’t just write “supplies”, tell us what 
the supplies are. 

• Budget should match up with the 
application and reflect that grant funds are 
needed to hold this event. 

• Focus on fundamental expenses.

• Total cost of event will automatically total from the line items you provide
• Total grant request should be at least equal to grant request.

• Ex: The Lodge receives $2,000 and should apply for that amount at minimum. 



Tips for Quick Approval 

• Use this space to describe in more detail what grant funds will be 
used for. Sometimes, items are listed in the budget but it is unclear 
how it connects to the project or what exactly will be purchased. 



Publicity and Social Media

Spread the word! Here are some tips on how to do so. 
• Before the event, tell everyone! Use your Lodge newsletter, Facebook 

page, Twitter account, the community bulletin board, or an email list to 
recruit volunteers.  

• Take photos at the event. 
• Get feedback. Ask volunteers how they think it went. Talk to the people 

being served. Follow up with your project partners. Write down good 
quotes. Keep thank you letters. These are all great for publicity. 

• After the event, use the ENF news release generator to create a 
professional-sounding news release. 

• All of these resources can be found at enf.elks.org/cipresources



Elks in Action 

Milwaukee, Wis., Lodge No. 
46 uses a Gratitude Grant to 
conduct a summer food drive 
during the months of June, 
July and August when 
traditionally the donations to 
local food pantries are 
extremely low.



Elks in Action 

Bloomington, Ill., Lodge No. 
281 partners with Heartland 
Head Start program to hold a 
welcome back to school event. 
The Elks give backpacks and 
required school supplies to 250 
registered students. The Lodge 
partners with the Normal Lions 
to offer eye exams and the fire 
and police departments 
distribute safety information.



Elks in Action 
Santa Cruz, Calif., Lodge No. 
824 puts their membership 
and the Gratitude Grant to 
work! The Lodge provided 
much needed safety updates 
and repairs, along with baby 
supplies, to the Siena House, 
a maternity home for new 
and expecting mothers.



Contact Us!
Have questions? Need some guidance? 
Contact the Lodge Grants office. We’ll help 
you turn your idea into a great project!

elks.org/cip
 773/755-4730
 LodgeGrants@elks.org
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