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Luck on the Line—Elks Hoop Shoot Names its 2013 National Champions

CHICAGO—Teddy bears, shirts, socks, coins. These are some of the good luck charms the 72 Hoop Shoot National Finalists keep with them while shooting free throws. For the six national champions, these lucky charms were working overtime. 

The Elks Hoop Shoot National Finals took place at Western New England University in Springfield, Mass., on April 20. The Hoop Shoot began last fall with more than 1.5 million 8- to 13-year-olds from across the country competing to sink the most of 25 free throws. After advancing through local, district, state and regional contests, the 72 finalists reached their final destination—the National Finals in Springfield, Mass.

Thanks to focus, determination, and a little bit of luck, Kiera Holcer, sponsored by Brookfield, Mo., Lodge No. 874; Grant Barnhart, sponsored by St. Mary’s, W. Va., Lodge No. 1701; Nikyla Green, sponsored by Dallas, Texas, Lodge No. 71; Benny May, sponsored by Auburn, Calif., Lodge No. 1691; Taylor Robertson, sponsored by McPherson, Kan., Lodge No. 502; and Landon Carroll, sponsored by Jackson, Ohio, Lodge No. 466 emerged as the 2013 Hoop Shoot National Champions.

“It feels awesome to be a national champion,” says Nikyla. “This is something I can take back to my state and tell them I won!”

These six champions claimed the national title and have their names permanently inscribed in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Mass. For sinking a perfect 25 out of 25 free throws, Kiera Holcer and Landon Carroll were named 2013 Getty Powell Award winners for being the highest scoring girl and boy overall.

“Winning both of these awards makes me want to work harder in gym,” says Kiera. “Even harder than before.”

Through the Elks Hoop Shoot, the Elks National Foundation offers youth the opportunity to engage in healthy competition, connect with their families and community, and succeed both on and off the court. If you have questions about the Hoop Shoot, please contact the ENF by emailing hoopshoot@elks.org or calling 773/755-4758.
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