
Page 1

Jacksonville Elks                     Lodge  #221 

ELKSHORN

“A Fraternal Organization”

1855 West Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32216   
Phone: (904)721-1155

May 2024
Vol. #134 - Issue #5

       My Fellow Elks,
              Welcome to May!  Time flies when you are having fun!  Let’s make the most of 

       our precious time and continue to push forward with our new ideas and charity 
       work! 

            Reflecting back on last month’s message – have you thought about joining one 
       of   our committees?  There are so many different opportunities to volunteer and 
       the more volunteers we have, the better we are as a Lodge.  Do you like to 
       cook?  Do you like to sing and perform?  We have just the right spots for you in 
       the kitchen and running our karaoke machine on Saturday nights.  See Donnie 

Rowand, House Committee Chair.  Become a part of our Welcome Home Kits for Veterans 
transitioning from homelessness to housing by participating in the delivery of one of these kits.  See 
Karen Tracy, Veterans Chair, for details on ways you can help.   It’s a “feel good” feeling when you are 
a part of something BIG – making an impact one life at a time!  Isn’t that why you became an ELK?
      Welcome to our newest members who were initiated on April 24th!  We look forward to getting 
to know you!  You are encouraged to jump right in and when you are ready, please see any one of 
our officers or committee chairs and we will be glad to guide you in the right direction. 
May is a busy month for Elks as we support our youth during Elks National Youth Week (May 1 - 7).  
Elks do so much in support of our youth by offering scholarships, sponsoring the hoop and soccer 
shoots, drug awareness, the dictionary project and recently introduced Jr. Golf!  Learn more about 
the various programs we offer and get involved!  These young people will lead us one day – let’s put 
them on the right track!  This information and more can be found under the tab, OUR PROGRAMS 
on elks.org. 
      May 12th is Mother’s Day.  Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers and grandmothers who have 
given everything to make us what we are today.  THANK YOU for your inspiration and devotion!!    
Enjoy your day!! 
      Memorial Day weekend is one I always look forward to – not only is it a 3-day weekend for some 
of us, but more importantly, this is a time to demonstrate our love and patriotism for our great 
country, our flag and our Veterans who have sacrificed so we can be here today.  Let’s honor them 
and thank them for their service to our country. 
      In closing, let us remember - CHARITY is the greatest of all the virtues; and it should ever rule us 
in our hearts and in our lives, leading us to speak no unkind word, to harbor no evil thought, to bear 
no malice, to support no wrong; but to nurture, love and protect; to condone, forgive and forget.

Elks Care – Elks Share!

Respectfully,
Robin Pipkins, Exalted Ruler





Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler: 
Randy P. Shook

May calendar has events for moms, military, youth

May is a busy month for the Elks. There are several different opportunities to 
show our communities that “Elks Care—Elks Share” and “We Are THE Elks.”

The Elks National Youth Week is celebrated May 1–7. This is an excellent time to 
show our support for the many programs dedicated to our youth such as 
scholarships, Hoop Shoot, Drug Awareness, and the Dictionary Project, just to 
name a few. They demonstrate to our communities the dedication we have for the 
youth of today and our commitment to helping them become the leaders of 
tomorrow.

The second Sunday in May is Mother’s Day, a time to honor mothers and 
grandmothers. Our mothers spent endless hours teaching and guiding us, 
shaping who we are. They inspired us, protected us, taught us about devotion to 
family, and loved us unconditionally. We give them gifts, take them to dinner, cook 
them a special dinner, or send them flowers— anything to make them feel as 
special as they are. To them, Mother’s Day is a day to be surrounded by loving 
family. Happy Mother’s Day.

This is also the month we celebrate Armed Forces Day, on Saturday, May 18. 
This is the day to say thank you to all men and women in all branches of the 
military. These individuals protect and defend this great country of ours. Please 
show them that Elks Care and appreciate their service to our country.

Memorial Day, on May 27, is a time to demonstrate patriotism for our great 
country, exhibit pride in our flag, and show our commitment and appreciation for 
those veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice so we can live free. There are 
many services that honor these deceased military men and women. Please take 
the time to hold a ceremony or participate in a community remembrance for the 
heroes who served.

Finally, remember GER Award for DDs deadline is on the 15th. The Annual 
Report and Annual Charity Report are due May 1.
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From the Office of the Secretary
Dear Members,

Our Lodge meetings in May will be held on May 8th and May 22nd  at 7:00 PM. 

Congratulations to our ten new Members who were initiated on April 24, 2024!  Please give 

them a warm welcome next time you see them at the Lodge: Brian Allen, Roy Franklin, 

Darrell Martin, Ed Namyslowski, Brian Pastorini, Anne Paulsczak, Kim Petersen, Clayton 

Smith, Carl Sox, and Andrea VanVlerin.

Our Memorial Bricks order has been placed and I will keep you posted as to when they will 

be delivered and installed.

We are down to 77 members who have not paid their dues yet. Renewal statements will be 

mailed May 17th for a helpful reminder to those needing to pay.

Respectfully,

Deborah Reedy, PER   
Jacksonville Lodge Secretary
Lodge: 904-721-1155 
Cell: 518-791-1025
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May’s Elk of the Month chosen by ER Robin Pipkins

Lodge & Florida State Elks – Upcoming Events:
Kentucky Derby Party – May 4, 2024

Jax Elk Member & Commander of VFW Post 1689, Peter LaComb, shared that 
the episode of “Bar Rescue” featuring Post 1689 will be aired at 10:00 PM on 
May 19th on– All are welcome  to join Peter at the Post on May 21st to view it.

Florida State Convention – Orlando: May 22-25, 2024
FLOE RV Rally – Ocala: May 31-June 2, 2024

Flag Day Ceremony – June 9th 2:00 PM
Grand Lodge Convention – Austin, TX: June 30 – July 3, 2024

Elks Day at the Rays – Tampa Bay – August 18, 2024
Florida Ladies of Elks Conference – Sept. 19-21 in Daytona Shores Resort

Mid-Year Convention – Nov. 14-16 St. Petersburgh Bayfront
Plans are being made by the Activities Committee for a LUAU!

Florida State Details can be found on the FSEA Website: www.floridaelks.org

Our May Elk of the Month goes to our Lodge Secretary 
Deb Reedy!  I want to personally thank Deb for her 
guidance and help in beginning my journey as your 
Exalted Ruler.  Deb is that person  who does the 
“behind the scenes” job that most of us take for 
granted.  I have come to realize that there is so much 
more to being Lodge Secretary than just taking the 
minutes at our Lodge meetings! She has recently 
spearheaded the new Scratch-Off Ticket Fundraiser 
which is not only fun but is raising money for our Lodge 
and will again coordinate our Lodge’s 6th annual 
Military Baby Shower this year, to name just a few! 

And for that, I want to recognize Deb to all of you, and 
let her know she is appreciated, and her kind deeds do 
not go unnoticed!

As a Lodge we want to send a very special thank you to 
Deb for her dedication.  Deb gets to enjoy a parking 
spot reserved especially for her as our Elk of the Month 
as well as a free dinner of her choice! 

THANK YOU, DEB, FOR YOUR SERVICE!

http://www.floridaelks.org/
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Veterans Services Report
Greetings Elks!

Last month we recognized the Month of the Military Child.  May is when we 
celebrate Military Spouse Appreciation Day the Friday before Mother’s Day during 
Military Appreciation Month.  This day is set aside to recognize the close to 1 million 
spouses of our Military members.  Tasked with raising children alone while their 
Active Duty spouse is away for sometimes months at a time, Military spouses also 
face challenges when moving due to orders that impact their work life and 
educational pursuits.  While the first Military Spouse day was in 1984, Congress 
officially designated Military Spouse Appreciation Day to be part of Military 
Appreciation Month in 1999.  Their contribution and support allows their uniformed 
spouses to perform their duties knowing that their homelife is safe and secure in the 
hands of their wives and husbands.

Thank you to all who have donated non-perishable food to our food drive that will 
benefit Northeast Florida Women Veterans Center.  We will continue collecting 
through May.

May 1  Silver Star Banner Day (2010)
May 10  Military Spouse Appreciation Day
May 8  Victory in Europe (VE) Day (1945)
May 18  Armed Forces Day (1949)
May 27  Memorial Day

Regards,
Karen Tracy, USN (Ret)
Veteran Services Committee Chair
904-260-9721

So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks will never forget them!



Jacksonville Elks Lodge 221 Americanism Committee delivered its final Quarterly 
Biodegradable Memorial Pillow for Burial at Sea by the United States Navy on April 
2, 2024.

Due to the lack of interest, we decided to retire the Memorial Pillow Project and 
have an Open Forum on May 4th, from 9 am to 3 pm, during the Community Yard 
Sale.

The Open Forum aims to encourage dialogue between all members to exchange 
ideas, opinions, thoughts, and questions related to Americanism.

We are selling hot dogs and snow cones during our yard sale on May 4th. Please come and 
show your support, exchange ideas, receive goodies, find yard sale treasures and 
more. We value your support, and it is greatly appreciated.

Carla Rhymes
Americanism Committee Chair

Bill Speer PER 3-time Veteran 
traveled to Washington DC in April 
with the First Coast Honor Flight



Bonfire / Low Country Boil Night

Special thanks to David 
Graham for organizing this 

event and to Shannon 
Graham, Jim Bryant & Mark 
Thompson for all your help!
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GAME Night!!
 

Stop by the Lodge for a fun night 
with friends!!

“BINGO” May 2nd & 16th
with Dixie!

“SHOW ME THE MONEY”
May 9th and 23rd
with Tina & Patsy!

NEW…
TRIVA NIGHT with Host Cheryl! 

May 15th at 7:00 PM

“Bunco” Tuesday 
May 14th at 6:30 PM

Happy May Birthdays

Join us for our May Birthday 
Celebration on May 18th. 

Please bring a dish to share.

03 Chase Weaver
04 James Midzinski
04 Jack Shanklin
05 Carolyn Rahn
05 Tony Raso
07 Gary Edgar
07 Ronnie Edge
07 Dorcas Gruel
09 Devry Dewan
10 Ramsey Banga
10 Helene Reynolds
12 James Holderfield
12 Peter Lamb
13 Anthony Allen
13 Thomas Huffine
13 Robin Pipkins
15 Sabrina Carmichael
15 Chad Crotchett
16 John Daniels
17 Douglas Alger PER
17 Cynthia Bragg
18 Michael Bragg
18 Earl Evans
19 Douglas DePawn
20 John Hamel PER
20 Donnie Rowand
21 Steven Martin
22 Harold Harbeson
25 Catherine Burgess
26 Carmen Faulkner
26 Debra Heiney
26 Timothy Johnson
27 Kayla Smith
27 Cynthia Steverson
30 Allan Andrew
31 Eva Jordan



We Need YOU!
Karaoke Volunteers

Do you LOVE music? 
We are looking for some volunteers to run our Karaoke 

machine on Saturday Nights!

Training is available – Please Contact House Committee Chair 
Donnie Rowand if you are interested.



Last year the Elks section SOLD OUT!!

Go to the FloridaElks.org/rays to sign up

Better seats are available to those who sign up first.
Deadline to sign up is August 1, 2024





To Learn more visit:

www.floridaelks.org/camp

https://www.elkstherapy.com/
   “Changing lives one mile at a 

time”

http://www.floridaelks.org/camp
https://www.elkstherapy.com/
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